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The District Magistrate remarks: "On the 9th and 10th, Dr. Nur Muhammad Walad 
Hukumatrai and others came when called. They did not make immediate promises, but undertook 
to consult the Caliphate Committee. A consultation took place on the 9th evening and 
subsequently Dr. Nur Muhammad, Amminudin Munshi, Haji Shah, Bakhsh and Haji Ahmad Patoli 
were reported to be against any co-operation with the District Magistrate, and it was not clear that 
they would fall in line with the other members. Though assured that Pir Mahbub Shah would not 
come on the 19th to Hyderabad, | got information that he was coming and he arrived on the 18th. | 
had told the members of the Committee to keep him out of Hyderabad as he was likely to 
advocate jehad. Sheikh Abdul Majid pretended to be reasonable, but defended the Bengal 
resolutions to me and also in a reply to Jethmal's letter in the Bharatwasi. Notices, therefore, 
under section 42, Bombay District Police Act, were served on the above few persons. 


"As Amminudin stated in his speech at the Holmstead Hall that he would have said much if 
his mouth had not been stopped by a piece of paper and Nur Muhammad, Pleader, told a C.I.D., 
officer that Pir Mahbub Shah was restrained with difficulty from proclaiming jehad, the notices had 
a good effect". 


(q) Hyderabad, March 27th.—The District Magistrate writes: "On 22nd | saw Kamil Shah, 
and his brother Salim Shah at Tando Mahomad Khan. Both are Honorary Magistrates and the 
former Vice-President, Taluka Local Board. | told them that it was not true that the Hedjaz was in 
British control, but in Arab control and the Arabs were Moslems. 


"Kamil Shah's demeanour struck me as outwardly deferential but with a strong undercurrent 
of truculence. He contended that Moslems felt that the English Government were supporting the 
Shariff of Mecca against the Khalifa though the former was an underling who had turned traitor to 
the Sultan during the war. He said also that Mussulmans demanded that Turkey should be as it 
was before the war. In the course of his remarks he said Home Rulers and Muhammadan 
zamindars were now one over the Khilafat question. When | explained that the Home Rulers’ 
statement that Germany and Austria had not been deprived of territory was false 
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and that Austria had been split up and separate nationalities had been given independence, he 
remarked that India too should be given independence like other nations. 


" The two brothers were not in Tando Mahomad Khan and were called from Hyderabad. 
The above account will give some idea of how far the hitherto pampered Muhammadan zamindar 
can be trusted to be loyal if the extremists get hold of him. 


" Salim Shah was more amenable and Sayed Abdul Hakim Shah whom | saw next day was 
reasonable and assured me that zamindars though sad about the Khalifa would remain loyal. 


" | received alarming reports from Mr. Sorley, Assistant Collector, as to feeling in Matli. | 
arrived there on 24th and have seen all the leading men and the three Honorary Magistrates who 
sent in their resignations. | found that their tone was loyal and they are willing to withdraw their 
resignations. It appears that the late Muktyarkar and the present Head Munshi who sits on the 
Bench had put their backs up. The Head Munshi's tone about the Bench led me to believe that 
this complaint is true. | explained the true facts about the Arabs and the Hedjaz which has had an 
excellent effect. The excitement appears to have been due to wild statements by ignorant Moulvis. 


"A. C.I.D. report of what happened at Matiari on 21st is somewhat alarming but the C.I.D. 
Amil officer seems to have been ill-advised to stay to prayers at the Juma Masjid. Sayad Haji 
Mahomad Shah, who is suspected of having caused the Hindu school-master's wife to run away, 
has written to me resigning his chair in my Darbar to show his disapproval of the British 
Government's august treatment of Muhammadans. This is the result of the above meeting. This 
man is believed to be a Commissioner's Darbari and an Honorary Magistrate and member of the 
District Local Board in Karachi District. 


" The Hindus of Matiari informed the Muhammadans that they would not join in hartal on 
19th unless the Hindu school-master's wife was returned. 


" The Hindus of Tando Mahomad Khan refused to join in the hartal and the Muhammadans 
threatened to kill a cow in their sight outside the slaughter house. The Mukhtyarkar warned the 
Muhammadans that this was against the Municipal Act. These rifts in the lute of unity never 
appear in the press. 


" M. K. Gandhi's speech in Bombay on the 19th has been severely criticised in the 
Bharatwasi by Jethmal Parsram. 


"My conclusions from the 19th are as follows:— 


(1)M. K. Gandhi's speech if it does not lead to reaction by Hindus and moderate 
Muhammadans, is very dangerous. 


(2)In the Bombay Presidency the agitation will proceed strictly in accordance with 
orders from head-quarters in Bombay except for spasmodic interference in Sind from Delhi. 


(3)If the Agitation becomes dangerous it can be paralysed by measures taken in 
Bombay and by censorship of postal and telegraphic communications and railway parcels. 
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(4) A short historical summary of our relations with Turkey, of those of the Arabs and 
other nationalities with the Turks and a reasonable statement of the views of the Allied 
Governments should precede any telegraphic summary of the Peace Terms. Such a 
telegraphic summary might have disastrous results. 


' It seems somewhat absurd that Government who control posts, telegraphs and railways 
should allow these to be the means of concerting 'bloody revolution ". 


The Commissioner in Sind adds: " Enquiries will be made regarding the position of Sayad 
Haji Mahomed Shah in the Karachi District". 


(r) Sukkur, March 28th.—The District Magistrate writes : " The 19th instant passed quietly in 
the whole district. Hartal was general in Shikar-pur, largely because it was represented that the 
Inspector of Police had ordered it. 


"I am informed that in the village of Maulvi Taj Mahmad (a supporter of Obeidullah and the 
Arky of God)—Hindus attended Friday prayers in large numbers. Something of this kind occurred 
last April in Hyderabad, but it was followed by an immediate outcry from the Kazis. That it can now 
be done without protest in Amrot shows how far the ' Cause’ has progressed in a year." 


The Commissioner in Sind adds: " Amrot must not be taken as representative, since Moulvi 
Taj Mahmad is feared by all classes in that village ". 


(s) Larkana, March 29th,—The District Magistrate writes: " The Chief event of the week has 
been the Khilafat Conference improvised at Makdum Bilawal in Dadu Taluka on the 25th instant, 
on the occasion of the usual monthly religious pilgrimage there. Full particulars of this appear in 
the confidential diary of 28th March 1920. 


" The speeches delivered there were tantamount to an open incitement to rebellion. The 
moment of " lifting the banner of Islam ", seemingly it was meant to intimate, would be the great 
"Rajib" gathering at Sehwan on 27th Rajib (i.e., April 17th). 


The leaflet discovered in Korlu Yasin, refers to this. The allusions so far as my knowledge 
goes are as under:— 


(1) " Kalandar the powerful".—Sheikh Usman Narwandi, the saint whose tomb forms 
the great centre of pilgrimage at Sehwan. He is known as " Lal Shahibaz Kalandari " and " 
Kalandar Badshah ", ie., " Red Eagle of (spiritual) Freedom", and "The Emancipated 
King", meaning in each case freed or emancipated from the toils of sin and the lusts of the 
flesh. He was a great "Sufi", or mystic, and to this day both Hindu and Mussalman disciples 
serve the shrine. 


The " Sajadu Nishnis " are two groups of Sayads, of which the " Khab-roti" (a branch 
of Bokhari Husseni Sayads) headed by old Haji Fateh Ali Shah and his nephew, Anwar Ali 
Shah, are avowed Shiahs. The other group is of " Lakhiari" Sayads (also Husseni), the 
head of whom is Wali Muhammad Shah, chief custodian of the shrine, and regarded as a 
great "Pir". The Lakhiaris are Sunnis, but many are deeply tinged with Sufism and Wali 
Muhammad Shah himself is almost a Shiah mustic, in the eyes of the more bigoted Sunnis. 
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The "Rasti" Pirs, of whom the Pir Pagaro of Kingri (the "Incarnate Lord of the Hurs ") 
is the head, are a branch of the same clan as the Lakhiaris originally. 


(2) There are several " orders " of " Kalandari Faqirs " devoted to " Lal Shahibas ", 
and among some of them there is a kind of Messianic tradition that the " Imam Mehdi" will 
first reveal himself at the tomb of the "Kalandar" saint, whereon "Kufr" (infidelity) will be 
destroyed and the " Banner of Islam " will wave triumphant over the whole earth. 


It appears to be this legend which is being exploited by the pro-Turks. In the " Kalandari" 
tradition the Mehdi's triumph is to be accomplished without violence or bloodshed, by the mystic 
power of the faith. The Kufurs are themselves to throw aside their infidelity and join in the ever 
swelling chorus of Allah-o-Akbar which shall ultimately resound from end to end of a believing and 
adoring world ; but one will not be wronging the present agitators by concluding that they have a 
very different conception in their minds and look forward to a bloody Jehad. 


The Commissioner in Sind adds: " The speeches at the meeting at Mak-dum Bilawal (itself 
a shrine) were of the most violent nature, and the District Superintendent of Police reports that the 
Khilafat agitators have hit upon the dangerous method of preaching sedition to crowds assembled 
at shrines on days of pilgrimage or fair. He has accordingly recommended (with the support of the 
District Magistrate) that the announced Khilafat Conference at Sehwan on the 27th Rajib (17th 
April) should be prohibited. The Commissioner is making further enquiries regarding the speeches 
at Makdum Bilawal, and will write separately on the subject. 


"There will be a great and very mixed gathering at Sehwan, and the shrine of Lal Shabaz is 
a place of pilgrimage for transfrontier people. On the other hand it is far, as will appear from the 
District Magistrate's letter, from being a centre of orthodoxy, and the principal Sayad, Wali 
Muhammad Shah, though thoroughly untrustworthy, has too much to lose by disorder to permit it, 
if he can prevent it, which of course is doubtful. The Commissioner will issue instructions shortly to 
the District Magistrate, and, if necessary, will address Government." 


(t) Thar and Parkar, March 25th.—At Umarkot, on the 15th Pir Muhammad Ali Jan called a 
meeting of local zamindars and others to arrange for the early holding of a Caliphate Conference 
in this vicinity. He addressed the meeting saying they were the only Muhammadans in India who 
were lagging behind and it was their duty as Musalmans to bestir themselves and raise their 
hands on behalf of Turkey when she was in trouble. It was resolved that 5 per cent. of land 
revenue assessment should be subscribed by zamindars and that Rs. 10,000 should be collected 
for expenses. Rs. 2,500 were subscribed on the spot and promises given for the balance. The 
date and venue of the Conference were left undecided, but the organisers expect to arrange it for 
the first week in April at Chhor, Choro Naro, Pithoro or Shadipali, and hope that Shaukat Ali, Abul 
Kalam Azad, Abdul Bari and others will attend. Pir Muhammad Ali Jan has gone to Hyderabad to 
consult G. M. Bhurgri, while Mian Walimuhammad Walhari and Ahmed Walhari are busy 
collecting subscriptions from local zamindars. Further details will be reported as soon as known. 


The following zamindars took part in the meeting: (1) Ahmed Pali. (2) Haji Rahimtulla Pali, 
(3) Bilawal Halepoto, (4) Sobho Pali, (5) Mian 
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Walimuhammad Walhari, (6) Mian Ahmed Walhari, (7) Haji Haroon Memon, (8) Syed Ali Asgar 
Shah, (9) Din Muhammad Change, (10) Syed Jalal Shah Hashim Shah, (11) Ibrahim Fakir, (12) 
Yusif Halepoto, (13) Ghulam Muhammad Pali, (14) Haji Abdul Hag Pali. 


The District Magistrate remarks.—" A Caliphate Conference at Chhor or that side has been 
mooted for some time ". 


The Sub-Inspector, Jamesabad, reports that on the 19th a Pir and two Moulvis came to 
Dengan, where there is a police outpost, and put up with Ghulam Hussain Bhurgri in Jan 
Muhammad Bhurgri's bungalow. (The name of the Pir has since been found to be Abdulla Jan, 
son of Agha Hussain Jan, of Tando Saindad, Hyderabad District. The names of the Moulvis have 
been variously reported and are still not definitely known. They will be reported as soon as 
ascertained. The people of Dengan who knew their names refused to give them to the local police 
and were truculent and aggressive when asked). The Pir conducted the Jumma prayers in the 
Mosque in the afternoon, where the Head Constable was present, and afterwards one of the 
Moulvis gave a lecture in which he said that as the sacred places were in the hands of the 
English, they should refuse any assistance to Government officials and should fight without 
hesitation if called upon. The other Moulvi then spoke in similar terms and added that though they 
had no guns and arms, they could use lathis and axes. No Mussalman should enlist in the Army, 
and officials who were the allies of the English, should be considered as enemies till the Caliphate 
question was settled. The congregation of 60 or 70 appeared to be considerably agitated. 
Afterwards the second Moulvi spoke to one of the Constables saying that the English power was 
at an end and that they would die like Kaffirs if they remained loyal to it and asked him to forsake 
his service and follow Islam. He further asked that the police should not report what had been 
said. In the evening, another Constable found a party of about 30 Muhammadans in the bazaar 
discussing the Moulvis' lectures and when he asked them what they were talking about they said 
the Moulvis had told them to be ready for the " war " and they were prepared to lay down their 
lives and the police should also join them. 


On getting this information from the Dengan Head Constable, the Sub-Inspector went there 
himself for further enquiry. He reports that the Pir and Moulvis were at Chauro village on the 18th 
stopping with Nur Muhammad Bhurgri. They came from Matli. At Chauro they also lectured in the 
Mosque in the same terms as they did at Dengan on the 19th. A Head Constable, specially posted 
at Chauro, failed to report their visit or the nature of their lectures, though he appears to have 
been aware of both. On the 20th at Dengan the Pir and Moulvis were speaking to their followers in 
Jan Muhammad Bhurgri's bungalow. The police were not allowed to hear what went on. The 
following zamindars were present at the lectures in the Mosque on the 19th:—(1) Abaskhan 
Bhurgri, (2) Khair Muhammad Bhurgri, (3) Jeokhan Bhurgri, all of Dengan, and (4) Jamalkhan 
Bhurgri of Knudabax Bhurgri, village, Samaro Taluka. Ghulam Hussain Bhurgri was not able to 
attend as he was down with fever. 


On the 21st the Pir and the Moulvis left for Gahni Sial, Samaro Taluka, where they stopped 
with the Pir's cousin, Pir Ismail Jan. The Sub-Inspector, Samaro, reports that nothing worth 
reporting occurred while they were there. They are invited by Knudabakhan Bhurgri to visit him at 
his village on the 22nd. 
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The various Sub-Inspectors have been, instructed to keep an eye on their movements and 
doings. 

The hartal proclaimed for the 19th was not observed in Mirpurkhas to any noticeable extent 
and there were no meetings or speeches. | went through the bazaars in the Old and New Town in 
the morning and found almost all the shops open as usual and everything normal. Only the 
butchers and a few other Muhammadans had been prevailed upon by Syed Bachal Shah to keep 
their shops closed. Gurudinomal returned by the morning mail from Chhor. He told my Deputy that 
he had purposely stayed away till then in order to avoid being pressed to organise any 
demonstration. He further remarked that Jethmal Parasram had advised him to give the Caliphate 
agitation a wide berth. 


Reports from the district show that the hartal was not observed anywhere by Hindus, and 
only to a very small extent in a few places by Muhammadans. 


The District Magistrate remarks: "The S. D. M. Mirpur Khas, reports that the Station Master, 
Patoi, Mirpur-Khadro line, went and told the shopkeepers at Patoi on the 19th instant to close their 
shops as was being done in Hyderabad. Shops were closed but reopened again after a short 
period as they did not see the point of the hartat". 


(u) Bombay, March 29th.—The following telegram has been sent by Shaukat Ali and Kidwai 
to the Khilafat Committees at Calcutta and Rangoon:— 


" A mass meeting attended by thirty thousand Hindus and Mussalmans and Parsis 
passed following resolutions: — 


" This meeting strongly protests against the orders of the Burmah Government 
prohibiting certain persons from taking part in Khilafat meeting. 


" Such orders are in violation of the repeated pledges given by Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria and her successors safeguarding freedom and liberty in religion Upon which the 
very foundation of British Rule in India rests. 


" Maulana Shaukatali and Sheikh Mushir Hussain Kidwai frankly express that they 
Would never obey any such order that would be against the laws of Islam or mean any 
interference in their religious obligations. This act of Burmah Government is entirely against 
the basic principles of Islam. On being consulted, Mahatma Gandhi offered the same 
advice, Muslims, Hindus, Parsis spoke strongly on the subject". 


The speeches of Shaukat Ali and Kidwai contained no such sentiments as those attributed 
to them in the last paragraph of the wire. 


The following verse from the Quran was quoted during the debate in the Committee on the 
draft resolution for the 19th:— 


"Oh ! Mussalmans if you come to blows with an army of infidels, you should remain 
firm and unflinching; 


" Remember your Creator and you will come out successful. 


" Strictly follow the commandments of Allah and his Prophet and do not quarrel 
among yourselves. If you do quarrel, you will lose 
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heart and others will take benefit of your secrets which will easily be revealed through your 
quarrels. Endure the hardships of war with patience because Allah gives preference to 
those who are patient". 


The object in view was to prevent any of those present from revealing the course of the 
proceedings. 


The following telegram was sent on the 28th instant by Shaukat Ali, Bombay, to Chhotani 
at Ajmer:— 


"Calling meeting All-India Khilafat Committee 11th Delhi Ispahani wires London 23rd drastic 
measures threatened to Turkey ; outlook gloomy. Moslems protested against employing Greek 
troops to pacify Asia Minor, Shaukat Ali, Khali Kuzzaman, Abdul Aziz Vakil ready going Smyrna. 
Last two know Turkish language. " 


| understand that the proposal to send a monster petition on the subject of the Khilafat has 
been definitely dropped. 


The Aga Khan has sent to Chhotani a copy of the following wire from Amir Ali and 
instructed him to publish it all over India. He also indicates his opinion that part of the " money 
subscribed for propaganda " should be sent at once:— 


"Dire distrees Moslems Asia Minor appalling mortality from starvation, help Farz, wire 
funds." 


On the 27th March 1920, Shaukat Ali wired from Bombay to Captain Ghulam Mahomed 
Bassi, Patiala, asking him if he would go immediately to Smyrna at the expense of the Khilafat 
Fund for the distribution of relief to the Turks. 


(v) Bombay, April 1st.—On the 28th March Shaukat Ali wired from Bombay to Chhotani who 
was then at Ajmer, informing him that he had arranged that a meeting of the All-India Khilafat 
Committee should be held at Delhi on the 11th April. 


Chhotani returned to Bombay on March 29th; and it has since been decided to hold the 
meeting at Bombay on the 10th instead of as previously arranged. | append a translation of the 
summons issued to members of the Committee as well as of the agenda paper. The principal 
business of the meeting will apparently be to choose between the Shariat and the Indian Penal 
Code. The change from Delhi to Bombay is noteworthy; but its significance is reduced by the 
appearance of the Bombay leaders' signature on so suggestive a statement of the issues for 
decision. 


Office of the Central Khilafat 
Committee of India, Chhotani House, Kadak, 
Bombay, 31st March 1920. 
My dear Chhotani, 


A meeting of the Central Khilafat Committee of India will be convened in Bombay on the 
11th proximo. This meeting is of particular importance inasmuch as that looking to the present 
critical times the final issue is to be decided as to whether our future policy should be to remain 
within the bounds of the laws of the land or to follow the dictates of our religion and hence your 
attendance is absolutely essential. Delegations on behalf of the Mussulmans of India will be sent 
to the Hedjaz, Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine and members of such delegations will be 
elected. You are therefore requested to suggest the names of such gentlemen who would prove fit 
workers on such delegations. 
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All the members in different Provinces are being requested to attend. Please make it a point 
to attend also, and enlighten us with your opinion. This Conference is of vital importance as our 
future policy is to be finally decided upon. 


If on account of some reason you may not be able to attend, you may kindly note down your 
votes on the accompanying form and forward them to us. 


The Agenda is as under :— 


(1)To discuss the pros and cons of the demands put forward by our Khilafat 
Delegation and the reply thereto given by the Prime Minister. 


(2)To finally decide our future policy and to work in co-operation with our Hindu 
breathren. 


(3)To decide upon sending the second batch of the Khilafat Delegation to Europe. 


(4)To elect delegates for Deputations to the Hedjaz, Mesopotamia, Najd, Syria and 
Palestine in accordance with the decision arrived at during the Khilafat Conference, 


Bombay. 
(5)To consider the resolutions passed upto date by the different Khilafat 
Conferences. 
President ee aa (1) Mian Mhd. Chhotani. 
(2) Mirza Alli Mohd. Khan 
Secretaries... «. (3) Shaukat Ali. 
(4) Badruddin Abdulla Koor. 
(5) Ahmed Haji Siddiq Khatri. 
Voting Paper. 
Serial No. Proposals. Approval. Disapproval. 
1. 
2 
3. 
4. 
5. 1 to 5 are translated in accompanying. 
6 To make the following addition in the constitution of the Khilafat Committee, viz. :—lt 


will be incumbent on every Provincial Khilafat Conference to send an advance copy 
at least three days before the holding of the Conference giving the agenda and drafts 
of the resolutions to the Central Khilafat Committee of India, Bombay. 


Signature of the Voter. 


Bombay April 5th.—The election to the 2nd Khilafat Deputation of Shah Husseinmiya 
Phulwari has caused a flutter in the Khilafat dovecote. | understand that Husseinmiya, who owes 
his election to his father's influence and money, knows no English and is otherwise practically 
uneducated. Abul Kalam Azad regards him as highly undesirable ; and threatens, unless the 
Bombay Committee puts an end to the "irregularities " of which his election is one example, to act 
altogether independently of it. 


M. K. Gandhi came to see me on the 6th April and, inter alia, told me that his son was so 
horrified at the speech of Abdul Bari in Calcutta that he wrote and said he could no longer 
associate himself with him. 
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(w) Mahi Kantha Agency, March 27th.—The Political Agent writes " From the reports 
received from some of the Police Sub-Inspector of this Agency it appears that the Khilafat Day on 
the 19th instant was not observed by the public, either Muhammadans or Hindus." 


(x) Ahmedabad, March 29th.—Gandhi had a long article in the Nava-jivan of the 21st 
instant on the Caliphate question. He pointed out the futility of having recourse to the force of 
arms if the question was decided against them. The quarrel, he said, would not be against the 
English people alone, but against the united forces of Christianity. The moral weapon of 
Satyagraha was their only means of securing victory. If the Arabs wanted to be independent, it 
should not be denied them, but they must recognise the authority of the Caliph. The Holy places 
should be left under the control of the Caliph. If this were not agreed to, he could not fight, but he 
would refrain from assisting in this injustice. What would happen if every Hindu and Mussalman 
were to leave Government service ? The English would either have to leave India or yield. It was 
necessary to wait patiently till public opinion was strained in the right path. He prayed that God 
would give the Mussalmans the good sense to act in the right manner so that the Hindus would be 
able to help them. 


(y) Kaira, March 28th.—A prominent Hindu remarked to me recently that he was of opinion 
that Gandhi's joining the Muhammadans was a serious mistake, for if Turkey retains its former 
territories and powers and gains the help of Indian Muhammadans, a situation of great danger to 
the Hindus will have been created. 


(z) Broach, March 27th.—The District Magistrate writes : " The hartal last week was devoid 
of any incident throughout the district. It appears to have been confined to the taluka towns. At 
Hansot a public meeting resolved to give cordial support to the actions of the Khilafat Committee, 
Calcutta, and to sympathise with their future work ‘as far as practicable’. At Jambusar the meeting 
is reported to have expressly dissociated itself from the resolution that Mussulmans should 
abstain from slaughtering cows. So far as | can learn Government servants did not take part in the 
hartal or meetings." 


(1) Kaira March 28th.—The District Magistrate writes : "| have: little to add to what | said in 
my last letter on the subject of the "Khilafat Day" celebrated on the 19th instant. In spite of a fairy 
general hartal in the towns and some of the villages of the district, and of meetings in some places 
(notably Nadiad), there was no trouble or disturbance anywhere. The Christians from Ahmadabad, 
who came to the Christian and Missionary Alliance Mission at Kaira (to the number of 100 or so in 
all) in consequence of their having apprehended trouble at Ahmadabad, have now, | understand, 
returned. | do not know if someone had played a joke on them at Ahmadabad or if they really had 
any ground for apprehension, but certainly they were genuinely frightened and also frightened the 
Mission authorities here. It appears that they had left their crops and cattle near Ahmadabad with 
no one to look after them. " 


(II) Surat, March 31st.—ln accordance with the appeal issued by the Khilafat Conference, 
Calcutta, a complete hartal was observed with solemnity in the city of Surat. Almost all the shops 
including those of the Muhammadans and Hindus were kept closed. Even the drivers of the public 
conveyances struck work—which was never the case before. This hartal was carried out more 
successfully than even the hartal of the 6th 
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April 1919 when some shops remained open and Gariwalas did not strike work. Small crowds 
appeared here and there collected on footpaths, but they were orderly and quiet and this fact 
made the city look as if it were in mourning. A few tea shops at the Railway Station were kept 
open the owners having taken the precaution of partially barring the entrances to their shops. 


2. The afternoon prayers were said in different mosques of the city with much solemnity 
and almost all mosques were fairly overcrowded with Mussalmans. After the prayers were over 
the Moulvis delivered sermons, picturing to their audience the present state of Khilafat, which 
moved many Muhammadans to tears. 


3. No force was used for the purpose of closing down shops, except in one solitary 
instance where about 10 to 12 Muhammadan boys went to the Municipal Vernacular School 
situated in the Zunda Sheri in Sagrampur demanding its immediate closure, and, | am told, the 
teachers without the slightest show of resistance closed it. This was the only instance reported to 
the police in which force is said to have been used. Who the boys, however, were, no one was 
able to say. 


4. The city presented a more dismal sight in the evening since the roads were not watered 
and a large number of Municipal lamps were not lit. This is not the first instance of such 
irregularity noticed on the part of the Municipal employees. Once before, too, if my memory serves 
me right, the same thing happened on the Peace Celebration Day. As it was notified that a 
meeting would be held at the Tilak Maidan on that day at 8-30 p.m. crowds of people were noticed 
going there long before the hour fixed. The place was lit up with Kitson lights and a few chairs and 
a large table were placed for the speakers. However, as is always the case, some of the members 
of the Committee having arrived late the work did not commence at the time fixed. There were 
about 7,000 to 8,000 people present including Mussalmans and Hindus. Before beginning the 
work of the meeting, prayers were offered in which Hindus and Muhammdans joined. Dayabhai 
Kalyanji Desai, in proposing Dr. M. M. Raiji to the chair, said that though the question of Khilafat 
concerned exclusively the Muhammadans. a Hindu President had been elected simply to prove 
that the Hindus were heart and soul with their Muhammadan brethren in this religious question. 
Continuing, he said that Lord Curzon, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Bryce and certain 
English newspapers desired to expel the Turks from Europe, and said that only a handful of 
Mussulmans of India were agitating in connection with the Khilafat question. However, the large 
number of Mussalmans and Hindus present at the meeting would show that the same feeling that 
had been aroused in April last against the Rowlatt Act had this day been also noticed. Suleman 
Davji Abhoo and Ismailbhai Mia Lukmanji spoke in support. 


5. Then rose Dr. M. M. Raiji and said that the question of Khilafat owing to its religious 
importance was very serious and therefore a Muham madan gentleman would have done more 
credit to the chair than a Hindu. He reminded them that about four or five years ago Turkey threw 
in her lot with Germany who was at war with the British. The Sultan of Turkey is the Khalifa of the 
Mussalmans. The Indian Moslems, howevers, disregarding that fact came forward to help their 
Government with men and money. They fought against the Turks, sacrified their lives, shed their 
blood and defeated them on the battlefield and achieved a great victory for our Government. At 
that time Ministers of His Majesty had given 
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pledges that they were not fighting for the acquisition of any portion of the Ottoman Empire, and 
that the Holy places belonging to it would not be touched. Depending on this promise, not only 
was money given but even lives were sacrified in fighting against the Turks. 


6. The situation is changed now and dismemberment of Turkey contemplated at present. 
Knowing that Government want to evade the promise given, the Mussalmans have taken up the 
Khilafat question for the past 15 months and have brought to the notice of the King through 
meetings and resolutions that the question is one pertaining to their religion. To break one's 
promise is not good. Continuing, he said that it was not possible for Muhammadans to endure 
quietly and to see all their appeals disregarded by Government and their holy places passed into 
the hands of non-Mussalmans. Since the taking up of the present question by Mussalmans, Mr. 
Montagu, the Secretary of State, had represented the request of the Mussalmans in the best way 
possible to the Peace Conference and obtained consent to allow the Turks to remain in 
Constantinople, but Ministers disagreed on the point and certain statesmen and spiritual heads in 
England had been agitating to have the Turks driven out of Europe. The question of not allowing 
the Turks to remain in Constantinople had nothing whatsoever to do with the spiritual heads of the 
Christians and it was therefore wrong on their part to meddle in this question. Those who read the 
papers were aware how excited were the feelings of the Muhammadans regarding the Khilafat 
question and the statesmen and the spiritual heads who had been agitating against it will be held 
responsible for any undesirable results issuing therefrom. The question arises as to what the 
Indians should do when all the resolutions passed by them and forwarded to Government are 
consigned to the waste paper basket. The like of the agitation which was prevailing at the time of 
the Rowlatt Act was never noticed before. Against the wish of the country and its representatives 
the Rowlatt Act was retained, and the consequent disappointment which resulted in thoughtless 
action on the part of the ignorant masses of the people will not recur this time. But the present 
matter is a religious question and religion is dear to every one. The readers of history know well 
that wars have been waged in the past and lives sacrificed heedlessly in the cause of the religion. 


7. Proceeding further he added that a handful of Europeans come to this country to rule 
Indians and they disregard their feelings. This, however, would not be the case if the people were 
strong enough. There were only five or seven European Officers at Surat and they managed the 
district with the assistance of their subordinates who were all Indians. If the Municipal Bhangis, 
Farases, and Sweepers were to refuse to do their work the Councillors would not take their 
places. In the same way if the Indian Subordinates were to refuse to do their work these 
Europeans would not be able to rule Indians. In short, the Officers were the dependents of their 
subordinates and not their masters and this could be brought home to them by the use of force. 
Though the present question pertained purely to the Muhammadans yet the Hindus have joined in 
it, simply because they formed one of the two large communities of India and when lhe feelings of 
one of them was injured it was but natural that the other should feel for them. It, therefore, 
behaved the Hindus to help their Muhammadan brethren when they were overwhelmed by a 
calamity. 


8. Mia Saheb Fejulabhai Hamdani put forward a resolution to the following effect that the 
Hindus and Mussalmans of Sural viewed with great 
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displeasure and anger the action of certain statement and papers, the more especially of the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York in falsely representing that the large bulk of the 
Muhammadan population takes no interest in the Khilafat question and thus trying to deprive the 
Khalifa of his territory. It is the opinion of this meeting that their conduct in this connection has had 
a very disastrous effect on the Indian atmosphere and is calculated to excite the religious feelings 
of Muhammadans and destroy allegiance of the Indians to Government. 


9. Continuing, Mia Saheb Fejulbhai said that it is written in the Koran that God's disgrace is 
on him who is untruthful. Those that are present here will be able to judge for themselves how 
wrong it is for those that are giving out in England that there are very few interested in the Khilafat 
question. Thousands of meetings must have been held today in the whole country in the same 
way as Hindus and Mussalmans have met together here this evening to raise their combined 
voices. Mia Saheb subsequently narrated the necessity of the Holy places belonging to the 
Khilafat remaining under the sway of the Khalifa. He exhorted the people to trust and fear God. He 
added that their combined voices would reach England and the idea of expelling Turkey out of 
Europe would be abandoned. 


10. Mr. Dayalji Nanubhai Desai in supporting the proposal made by Mia Saheb Fazulabhai 
Hamdani said that owing to the antiKhilafat propaganda not only had the Muhammadans been 
annoyed but also the other Indian Communities. Till now there were none in India to express their 
true feelings and a great pretence of loyalty was made. There cannot be any conditional loyalty. 
The meeting today has passed resolutions from the innermost recess of its heart exactly in the 
same manner as Maulana Abdul Bari and Mr. Gandhi have spoken before, from their very hearts. 
Until now it was our belief that one was bound to be loyal to Government whatever his feelings 
might be. But it is not so in the 20th century. A king, whatever his caste might be, is bound to look 
upon his people as his children and administer impartial treatment to all without any distinction of 
caste or creed and then the people can be loyal to him. Continuing, he added that " we have given 
our plain ultimatum that they must learn to respect our feelings and wants if they wish us to be 
loyal ". The Government must be informed that for a long time past a reeling of discontent has 
been rife in India. People say that nothing has been brought about by the Congress which is in 
existence for the past 34 years and nothing has been gained despite so much agitation against 
the Rowlatt Act. Though so much was done for Mr. Horniman, the Viceroy after consulting the 
Governor replied that it was not advisable to bring Horniman to India. What is to be done when the 
feelings of the people are not respected ? Will the frequent hartals and passing of resolutions 
have any effect ? Possibly these means might prove successful in Europe but not in India. 
Recourse to them will only lead people to death. Their object will not be achieved by hundreds of 
such deaths. Is India destined to pass its time in disappointment ? Will there never be Home Rule 
in India ? The people term the satyagraha (passive resistance) an impotent means, but its true 
meaning is not known to them. When the time comes the people must sever their connection with 
the Legislative Councils and Municipalities, and Government servants too must plainly say that as 
the question of Religion and self-respect is at stake they cannot serve Government any longer 
and are compelled also to advise those in the Army to give up the service. 


11. Proceeding further he said that the president had just now stated that if the Sweepers 
and Bhangis were to refuse work the 30 councillors 
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would not undertake to do their work. He would therefore say that if the people were to assume 
signs of mourning, the Sweepers and Bhangis to decline to work on the 6th proximo when the 
Governor is expected to arrive here and masses of the people were to approach the Governor 
and say that he has been hurting their feelings and they are therefore unable to work. His 
Excellency would wire from here to the Viceroy and to the Secretary of State asking that 
Horniman be sent by the first available steamer. If the people's request is not heard they must 
cease to co-operate with the Government. If no share in the management of the country is 
allowed, the people can decline to pay taxes. Are all these means not efficacious ? He advised 
the people to come to the number of 30,000 instead of 15,000 like today on the 6th proximo to the 
Tilak Maidan. Government, he assured his audience, cannot do anything against the wishes of 
31’ crores of people. 


12. Mahomad Afzal Narmawala during his speech before the meeting said in plain terms 
that if the decision regarding the Khilafat question is arrived at against the interest of the Ottoman 
Empire and if the holy places belonging to it are taken away from it the Muhammadans will be 
compelled as commanded in the Kuran to take their own course. The result will be that the 
Mussalmans, according to the dictates of the Kuran, will be compelled to sacrifice their lives to 
protect the spiritual position of the Turkish Empire. Proceeding further Narmawala added, that 
when Turkey joined hands in the war with the Germans, Government gave Indians to understand 
that it was not a religious war and, on a promise being given that all the Holy places under Khilafat 
will be taken care of, the Mussalmans not only helped that Government with money but also by 
sacrificing their lives by fighting against the Turks. The Mussalmans helped the Government on 
this promise only. Subsequently Narmawala quoted certain stanzas from religious books and said 
that it was the duty of Mussalmans to protect the Holy places of Khilafat. No non-Muslim nation 
can remain in those countries. When such is the order of their Nabi the Muslems cannot but obey 
him. The Mussalmans are prepared to forego everything they have and save their Holy places at 
the cost of their lives. 


13. At this stage the Mussalmans present there were so excited by listening to the 
passionate speech of the speaker that they all got up in a frenzied state of mind shouting Amin, 
Alla-o-Akbar etc., but immediately on being asked by others more composed to sit down they 
complied and the work of the meeting proceeded. 


14. Hakim Mohmad Masud in supporting the resolution said that besides giving men and 
money during the war the Mussalmans gave money for the "Our Day" fund. We now give them an 
ultimatum that if the Government will not decide the Khilafat question according to our wishes we 
shall assist the Sultan of Turkey in the same manner as we helped them. He further said that the 
Khalifa is an honoured head of the Mussalmans. He added that " we are the believers in Alims 
and Korans and we are only waiting for them to command us." 


16. The speeches delivered by Narmawala and Mohamad Hakim were inspiring and it was 
evident that the Mussalmans were greatly moved. 


17. Maganlal Vidyarthi in a short speech said that this religious question of the 
Muhammadans was just and had the sympathy even of some of the Europeans. 


18. In concluding this report the District Superintendent of Police wished to bring to notice 
that the feeling of discontent among the people 
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was becoming more serious day by day. so that it was difficult to say where this subdued form of 
lawlessness would end in the absence of any counteracting influences. 


19. Continuing he reports : "There is a growing feeling in certain quarters that agitation of 
this description has the covert sympathy of certain Indian Government servants. Hardly is there 
anyone ready or willing to give information to the police and their difficult task is thus made doubly 
difficult. While the numbers of the discontented daily increases the police and other Government 
servants on whom the responsibility of keeping the Government informed of the undercurrents of 
Indian sentiment appear to become more and more helpless. It has been the practice of these 
hooligans invariably to make at the time of such meetings such references to Government officials 
as to excite mirth and ridicule amongst those present. 


(II) Surat, April 1st—The Police Sub-Inspector, Rander, reports that a meeting was 
convened in a Mandap near Chumarwad's Mosque under the presidentship of Moulvi Hafez 
Suleman bin Hafez Mohmad at 9-30 p.m. on 18th February 1920. There were about 1,000 
Muhammadans and 150 Hindus present. The meeting was convened by the following persons 
and notices were circulated by them all. The notice was headed " (786 ") (i.e., Bismallah-o- 
Akbar)[" A public meeting for the Khilafat". A copy of this notice has been sent along with the 
confidential diary, dated 18th March 1920.] The names of the leaders are :— 


(1) Ibrahim Mahomed Bham, B.A., President, the Young Mahomedan Brotherhood, 
(2) Hasam Ibrahim Modan, Honorary Secretary, (3) Mohmad Gulam Jiwa, (4) Yakub Esoof 
Murad, (5) Ibrahim Araf Asraf, (6) Hasam Ibrahim Khatib, (7) Mohmad Kasam Yakuballi, 
and (8) Mohmad Ahmad, Surti. 


The notice was signed by these men and the people came to the meeting in obedience to 
these notices. The presidentship of the meeting was given to the Maulana Moulvi Hafez Suleman. 
He explained to the people the object of convening the present meeting. Its purport was that the 
British Government was intending to dismember the Turkish Empire. In 1914 the Government had 
said that this was not a religious war and therefore they would see that the claims of the 
Mussalmans' Holy places are looked after and therefore the Ottoman Empire must not be 
dismembered. In view of this pledge the Muhammadans of India helped the Government with men 
and money, showed their loyalty and have remained loyal till now, and therefore the 
Muhammadan appeal to the British Government not to come in the way of their Khilafat question. 
And if their request is not granted the feelings of the Moslems will be hurt and it will not be 
possible for the Indian Muhammadans to remain loyal to Government. Therefore, it was resolved 
that a wire to the above effect should be sent to the King-Emperor through the Viceroy. If the 
Khilafat were to be annihilated the Mussalmans would not remain quiet, nor would they allow the 
Government to remain at ease, and would sacrifice their, lives and property in its cause. 
Continuing, the Moulvi said "Oh! Muslims in the event your Khilafat being lost" your fate will be like 
that of a football which is kicked about here and there. 


Subsequently. Ibrahim Mahomed, B.A., got up to speak. He said that the British 
Government was contemplating the annihilation of the Khilafat 
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by dismembering Turkey. This was against their religion. It was therefore, their request that 
Bagdad, Busrah, and such other Holy places must remain under the sway of the Turkish Empire, 
and therefore it was resolved that a wire to this effect must be sent to the King-Emperor through 
the Viceroy. Also a request to Government to extend the amnesty to Maulana Maulvi Mohmad 
Hussein, who was an old man of 70 years and who was being kept under surveillance in Malta. 
This resolution was passed and accepted unanimously. 


Subsequently, Moulvi Amir Muhammad and Munshi Umarkhan, private servants in the 
Pipardi Madresa, and one Ibrahim Araf Asraf recited certain verses in Urdu and Persian. 


One of the verses recited by Ibrahim Araf Asraf is as under :— 
" How long will you slumber ; there is no time to be lost in indolence ". 


Afterwards Persian verses were recited by Yakub Usag Murad, Ismail Isaf Poo, Ajij Ahmed 
Munshi of the Muhammadia Madresa and Ismail Bangi Pal. Their purport was that the Khilafat will 
remain intact by the Grace of God and must remain so. Subsequently, one Jangadsha, and old 
man who is a teacher in the Muhammadia Madresa, delivered a speech. He recited in the 
beginning the Ayat from Kuran Sharif and said that even great kings like Ravan were defeated by 
mere monkeys for interfering in a religious matter. If, therefore, anyone interfered with Islam the 
Muhammadans would rather be masscared, than forego the Khilafat. He was immediately made 
to sit down by the President. The President said that the Hindus would unite with them forgetting 
what had happened in the past. Continuing, he advised them to observe a strike (hartal) next day 
as it was the command of Ulemas that they should do so, but added that no force was to be used. 


The purport of the whole speech was that if the Government came in the way of their 
Khilafat question, Mussalmans would not remain loyal. In conclusion, the President prayed that 
the Khilafat might be preserved. 


There was a complete hartal on the 19th. The mutton and fish markets and vegetables 
shops were closed and the drivers of public conveyances were also on strike. About 25 shops, 
including those of malis, milkmen, teashops etc., remained open. 


(IV) West Khandesh, March 27th.—On Hartal day business was suspended and prayer 
offered in the Jumma Masjid at Shahada. About 150 persons attended including pleader 
Parashotam Waman Pandit and a Marwadi, Bhaktawarmal. After prayers, the first named person 
explained to those present the meaning of hartal, exhorted them to pray for Turkey, and said that 
hartal was the best way to gain their object. The Kaji Saheb (Abdul Kadir) also spoke and sent a 
telegram to the Viceroy. 


Other Station House reports show that no hartal was observed. 


The Sub-Inspector, Dhulia, reports that telegrams were despatched to His Excellency the 
Viceroy. 


No Government servants took part in this affair, so far as is known. 
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(V) East Khandesh, March 21st.—The District Magistrate writes: " In continuation of weekly 
letter, the following is the extent to which the ' Caliphate hartal' propaganda succeeded in Jalgaon. 


" Seven petty shops in the " Bidi " bazaar were closed. All the large Bohori and Kuchi shops 
remained open. Prayer was held in the Jumma Masjid, at which 250 Muhammadans attended—of 
these 161, | believe, were millhands. 


"| am informed that two or three days before the date fixed, posters in English, Urdu and 
Hindi were sent by post from Calcutta, and were distributed by the postman to two or three 
persons in the town, of whom one is Krishnalal Kripalal Kshatriya of the Mulji Jetha Mill. This man 
got a number of posters put up in the town, and, | take it, that the participation of millhands was 
due to him. 


" The purport of the prayer at the Masjid was for the maintenance of Tukey's rule over 
Arabia and the ' Holy places' and assistance from the British Government to the Sultan at this 
juncture. | am told that a telegram to this effect has been sent to Government by a man called 
Amiruddin Sheikhchand, a cycle-repairer. 


"It is noticeable that the most active agent was a Hindu. The Moulvi to whom telegraphic 
instructions were sent from Calcutta handed the telegram over to me immediately, as | reported 
before the attitude of respectable Muhammadan in Bhusawal has been reported. 


" The Jalgaon hartal was obviously a failure, though, | dare say, it will be called a success ". 


(VI) Nasik, March 29.—One Sayyid Muhammad Walad Sayyid Yadya. Arab of Medina, 
arrived in Malegaon on the 18th instant from Manmad and put up in the Jumma Masjid. He stated 
that he had been travelling in India for the last three years. On the 19th instant, after Friday 
prayers, he addressed an audience of about 300 people in the Jumma Masjid as follows :— 


A great peril overshadows the Turkish nation and, therefore, it is the duty of all 
Muhammadans to help her with men, money and personal effort. | have given my four children for 
this purpose. We should all wish for the welfare of the Turkish nation. 


On his advice, one Shekumiyan Dadamiyan and Sonu Govind Shimpi collected 
subscriptions from the audience which amounted to Rs. 25. Both of these men wore red and 
green belts with a crescent and the words : " Chanda Caliphate Fund ". 


On the 19th, with a few exceptions, the shops remained open and business was carried on 
as usual. Nothing was done in the other seven Masjids. 


On the same day (the 19th) one Ayub Walad Abdul Kadri Momin of Malegaon went into the 
bazaar in the morning and exhorted the dealers (Momins) in saris not to sell anything as it was 
hartal day. The dealers told him that they were poor people and if they stopped their sales they 
would starve. However, if they were given money for their maintenance for that day, they would 
stop their sales ; but Ayub walked away and the business in saris went on as usual. 


On the 20th and 21st instant, Sayyid Muhammad Walad Sayyid Yadya, Arab, delivered 
sermons at night, one" in Nawapura and the other in Bhirwada, at Walegaon, to an audience of 
300 and 150 persons, respectively. 
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At the former he said that in the days of the great Paigambars, great battles were fought for 
the sake of their religion. They should, therefore, try to help the religion with money. Subscriptions 
amounting of Rs. 35-8-0 were collected amongst the audience and handed over to the Moulvi. At 
the latter meeting he said that the Muhammadan religion in Arabia was in danger, about which the 
Muhammadans in India were totally ignorant. They should wake up and see what was going on 
and render help with money. Rs. 25-6-3 was collected and handed over to the Moulvi. He left for 
Manmad on the 22nd idem. 


A telegram was sent by one Shaban walad Bhikan Munshi to His Excellency the Viceroy 
announcing the establishment of a Caliphate institution at Malegaon. 


At Yeola, on the 19th instant, about 700 or 800 Muhammadans collected at Vali's Idgah for 
Friday prayers. Moulvi Anmadullah Masumsahib read out to the audience various placards and 
explained their meaning and exhorted them to observe the Hartal. He said that at the 
commencement of the war, the British Government had made promises that under no 
circumstances would the religious right of the Muhammadan be interfered with, and yet it seemed 
that efforts are now being made to drive the Turks out of Europe. He proposed to send a protest 
telegram to the Viceroy against interference with the Caliphate. 


After the above speaker rose one Vikramsingh Baldeosingh Delhiwala confectioner by 
profession and an Arya Samajist. He supported the Moulvi and regreted he was the only Hindu 
present. He reminded them of an act of Shivaji's when one of his Generals who was entrusted 
with the protection of a certain helpless widow made immoral overtures to her, pointing to his 
sword in case of non-compliance on her part and how just at that moment Shivaji happened to 
come, saved the woman and punished the General warning him that the sword was not meant to 
be flourished against the poor and the helpless. He further reminded the assembly of the words of 
Mahatma Gandhi spoken at Benares that he would even offer his head in the interests of the 
Caliphate question. 


Then Moulvi Anmadullah rose again to say that it was a religious question and was as dear 
to the hearts of the Muhammadans as a wife is to her husband. It was also resolved to close the 
shops. After this the assembly dispersed. 


It seems that the printed advertisements were received at the eleventh hour by post by the 
above named Vikramsingh and handed over by him to one Nur Muhammad Muhammadadi Shah. 


The resolution about closing the shops was not adhered to in practice. 


Except Vikramsingh who, though settled in Yeola for some years is originally from Delhi, no 
Hindu was in evidence either on the stage or Off it, and the idea of the meeting seems to have 
begun only with the arrival by post of the printed notices in Urdu. 


(VII) Dharwar, March 26th.—Caliphate Day was observed mostly by outside 
Muhammadans, such as Bohras, Kathiwaris and Labbais (skin merchants) in Hubli. About 30 in 
number closed their business for the day. A public notice signed by 26 local Hindus and 
Muhammadans was issued inviting the public to attend a meeting. In these printed notices a 
request was 
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made to stop all business and meet in the Karnatic Factory at 4 p.m. to support a great cause. 
Those who signed the notice were present at the meeting and there were a few more insignificant 
people of the town. No Government officers were present except those who were there on duty. 
The Hindu audience consisted of pleaders, doctors and other Home Rulers Abdul Rahiman 
Saheb, Pesh Imam, was voted to the chair. He is a teacher in the Railway Anjuman School. There 
were no speeches. The Bombay Caliphate Committee's Resolution was passed. The audience 
was about 200, excluding about 600 strikers who were assembling there to hold their usual strike 
meeting. There were no special prayers in the Jumma Masjid at the mid-day prayer on Friday, but 
there was an item in the evening prayer. 


Hartal notices were received from the following places :— 


From Belgaum in Marathi; Bombay in Marathi and Urdu ; Amrit-sar in Urdu, and Madras in 
Urdu. 


The purport of these notices was that a fast should be observed, shops should be closed, 
all business stopped, alms given to the poor, special prayers offered and a meeting held in the 
evening to send a wire to Government that Muhammadans would be displeased if Turkey were 
deprived of her rights as a Kingdom. 


In Dharwar the only shop that was closed on Hartal day was that of a merchant named 
Syed Saheb Juneshaheb Jawali who deals in coconuts. No meeting was held. 


(VIII) C.I.D., Bombay Presidency, April 8th.—The Superintendent of Police, Ratnagiri, 
reports that all shops were closed in Ratnagiri on the 19th March though business as usual was 
carried on through the back doors in a great many instances. No meetings were held. Malwan 
was the only other place in the district where the hartal was observed. There, in the afternoon, 
some 100 Hindus and 50 Muhammadans met at the local mosque when an address was 
delivered by Wasudev Pundalik Savant, a tea- shop proprietor. A few others also spoke. Nothing 
objectionable was noted in the speeches. 


(IX) Kanara, March 22nd.—On the 19th all Muhammadan shops were closed in Karwar in 
the morning and also some Hindu shops, but no demonstration took place. The town was 
placarded with posters received by one Abdul Karim Sheik Haidar, a local tin-smith and a man of 
no importance or standing. The posters probably came from Lahore since this Abdul Karim is a 
subscriber to some Urdu Lahore Newspaper. 


The District Magistrate remarks: " Shops were closed also at Bhatkal and Sirsi. After the 
usual prayers on Friday, the 19th, at the Mosque at Halyal, a printed manifesto from Calcutta was 
read out and a telegram sent to Government asking that the Holy places might remain in charge 
of the Caliph. 


(X) Kanara March 28th.—No shops were closed on Hartal day in Halyal. but about 20 
Muhammadans collected at the Jumma Masjid where one Lad Ahmad walad Mirasab, merchant, 
read out a poster received by Abdul Kadir walad Abdul Karim, merchant, of Halyal. 


In Sirsi, 78 shops were closed till 3 p.m. 55 owned by Hindus. 19 by Muhammadans and 4 
by Christians. 


In Bhatkal all shops (Hindu and Muhammadan) were closed all day. 
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Vide paragraph 494.—C./.D., Bombay Presidency, April 8th.—On the 19th March 
Government warned the editor of the Muslim Herald of the highly dangerous character of the 
publication of certain of the resolutions passed at the Calcutta Khilafat Conference which 
appeared in its issue of the 8th March 1920. 


(a) S.B., Sind Karachi, April 9th.—On the 2nd instant, Sardar Mehrab Khan Bugti arrived 

in Sukkur from Jecobabad and enquired from the Muslim 

Caliphate and Turkish League Volunteers whether Dr. Iqbal, Zafarali Khan, Dr. 

Empire: Muhammadan Kitchlew orShaukatali had arrived. He was told that none of 

feeling in regard to— these had arrived and that only Zafarali was expected to come 

later on. Sardar Mehrab Khan thereupon left for Sehwan. On 

the 4th instant, he arrived back in Sukkur from Sehwan and put up in the waiting room. Next 

morning he witnessed the arrival of Zafarali Knan and the procession formed. He conversed with 

Sardar Ali Shah, Municipal Councillor of Sukkur, Taj Mahomed, Sub-Editor of the Al-haq, 

Muhammad Seleh (dismissed Sub-Inspector of Police and Captain of Volunteers), and other 
persons on the political situation. On the 5th instant, he left for Jecobabad by the morning train. 


(b)Thar and Parkar, March 25th.—The Sub-Inspector, Jamesabad, reports that Haji 
Mahomed, Zamindar of Kachelo, speaking to him alone on the 19th instant, gave out that the 
Mussalmans in the Punjab would declare war that day and that the end of English rule had come 
and Government servants would resign their posts and be ready to assist. He spoke with great 
bitterness and hatred of the English. 


(c) Upper Sind Frontier, April 6th.—Moulvi Abdul Khalik of Thul wired to Moulvi Abdul Gafur 
of Jacobabad: " Wire you arranged yam Khilafat or not ". | do not know whether the word " yam " 
is a code-word or the result of bad writing. 


Moulvi Abdul Gafur wired to Abdul Khalik.—" Reach here this evening positively ". 
Perhaps Abdul Khalik was called in when Moulvi Taj Muhammad decided not to come. 


The threatening resolution about severing loyal connection with Government was passed at 
the meeting held at Thul and wired to the private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy. 


Moulvi Taj Muhammad is reported to intend going on a preaching mission to Quetta and 
Sibi as soon as the Muslim League and Provincial Congress at Sukkur are over. 


(d) Hyderabad, March 30th.—A Caliphate Conference was held at Matiari on the 21st 
instant in the Jumma Masjid, about 300 people attending from various parts of Sind. Haji Abdullah 
Haroon was elected President but was unable to attend and Sayyid Assadullah Shah of Tikkur 
was voted to the chair instead. 


On the 20th instant Dr. Sheikh Nur Muhammad, Sheikh Abdul Aziz, Pir Imamaldin, son of 
the Jnandewalla Pir, Sayyid Anwar Shah of Larkana, Sayyid Ali Akbar Shah of Sukkur and many 
others arrived at Alladino Sand Railway Station. They were met by members of the Reception 
Committee. A procession of camels was formed and the party proceeded to Matiari. 
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Proceedings opened at the Jumma Masjid on the 21st at 3 p.m. with reading of extracts 
from the Koran by Hafiz Khan Muhammad and Hafiz Muhammad Saleh. Syed Assadullah Shah 
was then voted to the chair. 


Sheikh Abdul Majid then moved the first resolution, which condemned the action of the 
District Magistrates of Hyderabad, Karachi and Sukkur in issuing to prominent agitators notices 
under section 2, B. D. P. Act. 


The notices, the speaker said, forbade incitement to Jehad. This was interference in 
religious matters and could not be brooked. Therefore, the notices should be disregarded. Further, 
the meeting should warn Government that if the Holy places were not freed from the custody of 
heretics, the Muslims would be compelled to look upon it as tyrannical and unjust, and would 
boycott all goods of foreign manufacture. 


Sheikh Abdul Aziz, Dr. Nur Muhammad, Fazal Amminudin N. Munshi and Maulvi 
Mokhamdin of Jamesabad spoke on the next resolutions, which were— 


(a) that as the British Government was attempting to weaken the power of the Khilfa-tul- 
Momeneen and to tamper with Islam, all Muham-madans should gradually sever connection with 
the British as had been decided by the All-India Caliphate Committee ; 


(b) that the meeting expressed its regret at the failure of Government to release from 
internment Maulana Mahmad Hassan; 


(c) that this meeting prays for generous subscriptions to the Caliphate Fund ; 


(d) that civil criminal cases should not be referred to Government Courts, but should be 
settled privately ; 


(e) that the Pirs and leaders present should obtain from their followers undertakings that 
they would ostracise all Muhammadans who would not join the Caliphate movement; 


(f) that posters and pamphlets should be issued urging Muhammadans to refrain from 
violence and to rely on the efficacy of prayer. 


The following persons then announced their intention of surrendering all the honours they 
held from Government:— 


Haji Muhammad Shah resigned his Chair and Honorary Magistrate's post. 


Haji Muhammad Mazalin Shah es Chair. 
Sayyid Fazal Ali Shah jiy Chair. 
Moledino Shah a Chair. 
Akhund Hassan Ali os Chair. 
Akund Nur Muhammad ae Honorary Magistrate's post. 
Sayyid Haji Ali Asgar Shah ous Chair. 
Sayyid Anialsabdin Shah ae Chair. 
Sayyid Allahbax Shah Chair. 


Collections were then made for the Caliphate Fund and, thereafter. Pir Ghulam Mujadid 
Sarhandi read out a pamphlet he has recently published to the effect that true Muslim sacrificed 
everything for their Prophet, their Holy places and their religion. 


Notices were then distributed to the effect that those who had made no other arrangements 
could get their food at the Dargah of Pir Gulam Mujadid Sarhandi, and the meeting dispersed. 
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A Caliphate meeting was held at Hala on the 22nd instant and was attended by about 125 
persons including the leading Kazis and Sayyids of the town. The Makdum Sahib did not attend. 
Speeches were made by Maulvi Muhammad Ahmed of Old Hala, Mullah Muhammad of New 
Hala, Pir Ghulam Hussein, Ghulam Mohiudin, Kazi Muhammad Ashraf, two sons of the 
Jhandewalla Pir, and Fatteh Ali Shah. 


The speakers called on the audience to pray that the power of the Caliph should not be 
diminished and that the Holy places should be left in his custody. Kazi Muhammad Ashraf and a 
Punjabi Maulvi, who accompanied the sons of the Jhandewalla Pir, advocated the boycott of 
British goods, the private decision of civil and criminal cases and the gradual severance of 
connection with the British. 


The Sub-Inspector, Tando Jam, reports that Pir Mahbub Shah of Matli, brother of the 
Jhandewalla Pir, visited his followers at Tando Kaiser on the 23rd and 24th March and collected 
Rs. 500 from them for the Caliphate Fund. The Murids were told that the money was required to 
make preparations for a war against the Government, and that the Pir Pagaro and Jhandewalla 
Pir had promised to provide the men. 


The District Magistrate, commenting on the Caliphate propaganda in Hyderabad, writes: 
"The disloyalty amongst Pirs, Sayyids and Mullahs is spreading. As meetings are generally held in 
mosques or idgahs in small town, they cannot be controlled. The extremists, like Dr. Shaikh Nur 
Muhammad and Shaikh Abdul Majid, are giving up propaganda in Hyderabad for small towns and 
are working through Pirs, Sayyids and Mullahs. 


The Muhammadan Police, in my opinion, would not take any active steps against pirs, 
sayyids and mullahs whom they fear and respect. 


Hence, | think, the Caliphate agitation has entered on a more dangerous phase." 


(d) Larkana, April 4th.—The District Magistrate writes: "Just at present there is lull in the 
outward activities of the so-called " Khilafat" agitation in this district which has now become frankly 
Pan-lIslamic. The dangerous practice of sending emissaries from Hyderabad and elsewhere to 
religious fairs and gathering, there to deliver fiery speeches reciting all kinds of lies and invented " 
British atrocities " in the Moslem Holy places and exhorting to Jehad, has now been adopted as 
the main part of their programme here by the pro-Turkish extremists. 


Barring a small faction in Larkana town and the immediate following of Pir Turabali Shah in 
Kambar, the main centres of disturbance are just now to be found in Dadu and Sehwan talukas. 


(e) S. B., Sind, Karachi, April 10th.—An officer was deputed to watch Haji Ahmed of Mullan 
Goth, Larkana district, and to go after him and hear his lectures. On the 5th April he delivered 
lectures at six various times, viz.— 


(1) Near Mulchand's bangalow, 
(2) Mosque near Conference pandal, 
(3) in the same mosque after two hours, 


) 

) 

(4) at the Moslem League, 

(5) at the Moslem League, 
) 


(6) at the Moslem League. 
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Near Mulchand's bungalow he said that all Muhammadans should be ready to fight with 
Englishmen. They should not think that they were few in number. Anwar Pasha, the Bolsheviks 
and Pathans were coming to help them. 


In the Mosque he said: "Pray for Caliphate. Government servants should resign their 
appointments; and Government treasuries should be looted. Dismantle railways and destroy 
Government buildings. God will ruin those who want to ruin the Caliphate ". Again, in the Mosque, 
he said: " Do Jehad and God will help you.". 


In the Moslem League he said : " Have faith in God ; with His grace we shall beat the Kaffirs 
with shoes. Have faith in God, the same God who had Namrud destroyed by mosquitoes. Jehad is 
compulsory for us." 


At the close of the meeting he again got up and said : " The plea that you have not got guns 
and arms will not be accepted by God. Do Jehad. It is compulsory. Collect stones, etc." 


(f Karachi, April 7th.—The Inspector of Police, Sujawal, reports : There was a hartal on the 
19th ultimo at Bunno, Bathoro taluka. Moulvi Muhammad Yusif of Bunno delivered waiz and some 
money was collected for the Caliphate Committee. 


After leaving Sujawal, Moulvi Hamidullah and Moulvi Ali Muhammad went to the village of 
Gahi Khan, Sujawal taluka ; from there Ali Muhammad went back to his village. Hamidullah with 
his son, Muhammad Nur, went to the village of Samma, Sujawal taluka, as they were invited by 
Moulvi Muhammad of Samma. On the 24th March they left for their native place. Akbar and 
Moulvi Yar Muhammad were also with Hamidullah. Akbar has since returned to Sujawal. Yar 
Muhammad came last night to the Shah Yakib Fair. On the 28th ultimo, | came to know 
confidentially that Yar Muhammad and others would deliver a lecture at the Fair and thereby incite 
people. At this Fair, where 10,000 or 12,000 people have gathered such a proceeding would 
probably have caused a breach of the peace. The matter was reported to the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate, who, after recording my statement, issued notices to Dr. Akbar, Hamidullah, Ali 
Muhammad, Yar Muhammad and Fateh Ali Jatoi, under section 42 of the Bombay District Police 
Act, ordering these men not to deliver any lecture during the period of the Fair. The notices had 
the desired effect and no lectures were delivered. 


(g) Karachi, April 10th.—At the meeting on the 9th on the Idgah. resolutions from Gandhi 
regarding the withdrawal of co-operation with Government were to be passed. Three political 
bodies have decided to stand aloof from this movement. These are the All-India Home Rule 
League, the National Home Rule League and the District Congress Committee. It is also said that 
they have served a notice on the Indian Home Rule League and the Moslem League saying that 
they will not co-operate with them in passing the resolutions. So the meeting will be held solely 
under the auspices of the Indian Home Rule League and the Moslem League. Professor Wasvani 
will preside. It is interesting to note that it was found very difficult to find a president for this 
meeting and Wasvani accepted the presidentship after much hesitation. The All-India Home Rule 
League decided by a majority not to co- operate in the movement. It is believed that Durgadas B. 
Advani will attend the meeting. Haji Abdulla Haroon has asked whether as a true Mahomedan he 
would be in favour of the meeting. He too was rather nervous, but after all he said that he was in 
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sympathy with the resolution from Gandhi and that he would attend the meeting, but that he would 
not preside. The hand-bills will, | believe, be issued over the signature of M. J. Vyas and A. H. 
Mahomed. 


A public meeting was held last evening to pass Gandhi's resolution regarding the Khilafat. 
Professor P. L. Wasvani presided. About 1,000 persons were present. Only one of the C.I.D. 
reporters was able to take good notes. The meeting was in the open and for the most part in 
semidarkness owing to poor lighting (another method to embarrass the Police ?). Wasvani 
opened with a long speech in which he referred to the treaties and negotiations between Turkey 
and the European Powers, whose object was to dismember the Ottoman Empire on the pretext of 
protecting the rights of people within the Turkish Dominion. He declared that there will be trouble 
in Asia Minor, and Indian troops will again be expected to fight. The expenditure from Indian 
revenues will be enormous. He advised non-co-operation with Government. He defined this as 
refusing help to Government resigning titles, honours and appointments. It must exclude rioting, 
etc. He asked the audience if they were prepared to undergo hardships and they cried " Yes ". He 
was very pleased that sacrifice of cows had been abandoned, but God now required a sacrifice of 
another kind — of honours, titles, appointments and of the body itself. This was non-co-operation. 
This fire should be in every heart. The birth of Hindu-Moslem unity demanded this new sacrifice. If 
the people were prepared to make this sacrifice, then surely the flag of Islam would wave 
triumphantly over the temptations and Christ of Europe. 


Narsinglal said that, so far as he could see, peace did not exist. Germany was rising against 
them, the Bolsheviks on another side, Enver Pasha with the Tartars on a third side. If it so 
happened that the war broke out again, was it their intention again, to assist Government ? (Cries 
of "No! No! ") It was Gandhi's forethought, Bolsheviks being on the borders of Afghanistan, that 
Government should know that co-operation would be refused, so that they (Government) would 
see exactly where they stood. 


Amersen, Haji Abdulla Haroon, Aminuddin, late Honorary Magistrate of Hyderabad, Manilal 
J. Vyas and Mahomed Khan strongly advised non-co-operation with the Government and 
sacrifice. Gandhi's resolution was passed. 


(h) Karachi, April 6th.—The Civil Intelligence Officer writes : " It has been reported that 
Maulvi Faiz Muhammad, who delivered disloyal speeches at the Larkana Conference in February 
and at the Caliphate meeting at Sann on the 17th March, has recently been touring in the Tando 
Allahyar taluka of Hyderabad district, and making objectionable speeches. In particular, it is said 
that on the night of the 31st March, speaking in the Jumma Masjid at Tando Allahyar, he openly 
advised his audience to embarrass Government by destroying the telegraph lines, tearing up rails 
and damaging the roads. In this way, he said, communication would be interrupted. He was said 
to be leaving Allahyar on the 1st April for Hasarpur in the same taluka. 


The Al Amin of the 29th March announces the following forthcoming Caliphate meetings :— 


(1) At Ahmadpur in Bhawalpur State on the 9th April 1920. Full information is to be 
had from Moulvi Abdul Latif of Ahmadpur. 


(2) A meeting on the 17th April 1920 at Kalandarshah Fair at Sehwan, Larkana 
District. The note about the latter is signed by one Fakruddin walad Basruddin Seistani, 
Kazi Mohallah. 
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Reports received so far from the Sukkur Provincial Conference and at the Sind Muslim 
League's meeting held in Sukkur during the Easter holidays show that both have been marked by 
strong hostility to Government though the Hindu extremists were unwilling to go to the length 
advocated by the Caliphate agitators. One of the proposals of the latter was to collect money to 
advance to policemen and soldiers on their resigning their appointments. This is said to have 
been opposed by Jethmal Parasram and Dr. Choitram P. Gidvani. 


Before the opening meeting of the Sind Muslim League, while the audience was awaiting 
the arrival of the President, Haji Ahmad the irrespressible mullah whose unbridled utterances 
were among the most salient features of the Caliphate Conferences of Hyderabad in December 
last and Larkana in February — got up and said that the laws forbade him to expound the Koran 
Shariff, but he must do his religious duty. Taj Muhammad Mir Muhammad, sub-editor of the Al- 
Haq of Sukkur, and General Secretary of the Conference, endeavoured to silence Haji Ahmad, 
but some of the audience took his part saying that Taj Muhammad was very fond of listening to 
the Sheitans and Hindus, but he was refusing to listen to the holy Koran. After this Haji Ahmad 
from his seat was heard to say : "Once we were powerful and now Anwar Pasha will soon come 
and we shall put ropes on the legs of Nabi Bax and his friends and drag them along the ground ". 
It seems probable that there is a widespread belief among the peasantry that Anwar Pasha will 
shortly invade India, it seems equally likely that the wire-pullers consider it inconvenient for the 
crude ideas of the mob to the voiced informal meetings like that of the Sind Muslim League, which 
they know are attended by Government reporters. 


As was to be expected, the most extreme speaker of those taking formal part in the Sind 
Muslim League Conference was Dr. Nur Muhammad. He said, in the course of his speech, that 
the question of whether they were to sever all connections with Government was one for the 
whole of India to decide, but he, for his part, said that they should sever all connections and that 
they should consider it " haram "to look on the face of any Englishman. If the Central Caliphate 
decided that connection with Government should be severed, police and soldiers would have to 
resign so as not to draw swords against their own brothers. Muhammadans had conquered 
Mecca, Medina, Kerballa and Jerusalem for the British and their reward was that notices were 
issued prohibiting them for saying a single word. 


It is reported that in the Subjects Committee of the Sind Provincial Conference, on a Motion 
to accord a welcome to the Prince of Wales, 31 voted for and 31 voted against the motion. The 
casting vote lay with the President, Haji Abdulla Haroon, and he gave it against the Motion. 


(i) C.I.D., Bombay Presidency, April 12th.—On the 18th February at Mastan Tank, Bombay, 
Muhammad Haji Jan Muhammad Chhotani presided over a public meeting, mostly of 
Muhammadans, convened for the purpose of bringing together the people of Bombay and the 
delegates to the 3rd All-India Caliphate Conference which had taken place on the 15th, 16th and 
17th February. 


About 1,000 attended, of whom the most prominent Hindus were Dr. M. B. Velkar and N. D. 
Savarkar, A. B. Kolhatkar of the Sandesh and Nanabhai D. Upadhiya, and with the exception of 
the last named all the speakers spoke in Urdu. 
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The proceedings were opened by Badruddin Abdulla Koor, who read out the resolutions 
passed in the recent Caliphate Conference. He was followed by Sayyid Muhammad Dawood 
Gaznavi (Amritsar). He said that Hindus and Muhammadans were united on the Caliphate 
question. The Government of India had consigned all the resolutions of previous Caliphate 
meetings to the wastepaper basket and so Indians now look to the people in England, and he 
hoped that the matter would receive sympathetic consideration, though up to them the omens had 
not been favourable witness the Reuter telegram announcing that the Caliphate had been 
entrusted to others. They must, however, continue to hope and to make it quite clear to the people 
in England that they would not budge from the position they had taken up. From his own private 
information he was inclined to doubt the statements that had appeared in the press and so he 
bade them hope. A very grave mistake would be committed were the Holy places to be given to 
the Sheriff of Arabia and a portion of the Turkish Empire (SYRIA) to France, as indicated in the 
papers. This Sheriff is quite incompetent and inferior to the Sheriffs of Mecca and Medina, who 
next to the Sultan have greater claim to the right of preserving the Holy places. 


He then referred to Mr. Lloyd George's New Year Message which was nothing more than 
menace to Islam, and Muhammadans could no more forget what Christianity meant to do against 
Islam than they could what had happened at Amritsar and Delhi. Did Mr. Lloyd George and the 
English think that they could substitute Christianity for the religion of the Muhammadans by such 
means, oblivious of the great obligations under which they had been placed by Muhammadans 
during the war ? He honestly thought that the latter had made a mistake when they came forward 
to the help of the British. They had in fact, cut the throats of their fellow-Muhammadans and had 
led to the overrunning of Constantinople by foreigners. The ingratitude of the British, as shown by 
their actions since the war, would remain unforgotten as a slur upon them. 


What then could Muhammadans do? He could only urge what he had meant to urge in the 
Caliphate Conference, but that he was prevented by the President, namely, that all the resolutions 
passed should be given practical effect to. They would remember, for instance, that the first 
resolution passed by the Sind Caliphate Conference was to the effect that no Mussalman should 
join the Army as long as this question remained unsatisfactorily unsolved. No recruits should be 
supplied. (At this stage the speaker was called to order by the President. Someone here 
explained that the speaker belonged to the Caliphate party in Amritsar.). 


Maulana Abdul Majid Badayuni then rose and remarked that he had already spoken at 
length in a previous meeting that afternoon so that he would content himself on this occasion with 
saying that so long as the Caliphate question remained unsettled, Muhammadans would not be 
satisfied. As true Mussalmans, they should remember the injunction of the Koran to speak the 
truth. Turkey was passing into slavery and God above was watching to see what they were going 
to do to help her, as she had always helped them. They would not lose by doing so. If they 
refrained from assisting and allowed the Caliphate to be wrested from Turkey, their prosperity 
would pass away. Let them sacrifice their lives if need be ; but at all costs preserve their religion. 
Better to lose life than self-respect. He concluded with a prayer that God might help them and give 
them strength to fight. 
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Dr. Kitchelew, who followed, amidst loud cries of Allah-o-Akbar, spoke as follows :— 


All that was necessary on the Caliphate question had been said and understood. The time 
had now come to act with cool heads and quiet hearts, lest their motives be suspected. They were 
discussing a religious question, viz., how they should protect their religion’, and the charge that 
was being levelled against them, to the effect that they were dragging in politics, was false. They 
were out to protect one of their religious institutions, not to revolt or cause a disturbance either in 
India or outside it. 


The Turkish question was by no means a new one. Mr. Gladstone had once declared 
himself in favour of ousting Turkey from Europe. On the other hand, Mussalamans wanted 
England to cultivate friendship with Turkey. 


At one time this had been the British policy, but only because Russia was powerful and 
wanted an outled through the Dardanelles. Since Russia had collapsed, the need for keeping 
Turkey there had no longer appealed to the British and their Allies; hence the revival of the cry 
that Turkey should be banished to Baghdad and the Dardanelles come under British control. 


Leading English statesmen have come to regard Pan-lslamism as a danger, but they do not 
understand that this term merely means that the Jarirat-ul-Arab and other Holy places should 
remain under Mussalman control. That is so, cost what it may in lives and money. The Mussalman 
wants to remain loyal to the British, but in a matter of religion like this he must obey the order of 
God, and be prepared to sacrifice even his life. So far they had contented themselves with holding 
meetings, passing resolutions, sending deputations and collecting money ; but from this it must 
not be argued that they can do nothing but talk that they have no strength. In all purely political 
matters they were ready to be obedient and loyal, but only while their religion was not affected, 
and it was for the purpose of putting this point of view before the King-Emperor that a Deputation 
had already gone to England. 


The time for sitting quiet had passed, but they must remain cool, and above all, do as their 
leaders bid them. Some indication of what was required of them had already been given in the 
Conference the previous day when resolutions had been passed asking the Central Caliphate 
Committee to give practical effect to the other resolutions. They must obey their leaders implicitly, 
cost what it might. If a hartal was decided upon. they must observe it though, put to pecuniary 
loss. If called upon to boycott the Army, they must do so. 


Again, if the Central Caliphate Committee did not do its work, they must force it to do so. 


Bombay had shown its zeal by promising 11 lakhs. There were many rich men in the city 
who could contribute such a sum themselves, but this would not be in keeping with the religious 
and universal character of the Caliphate question. It was essential that all should contribute and 
take a share in the agitation. 


Moulvi Safaralli Khan then spoke rather diffusively. He explained that the object of the 
meeting was to acquaint Government with their views. They wanted Constantinople to remain with 
Turkey, as it is the seat of the Caliphate and its loss would mean a blow to their prestige. The 
Armenian atrocities, of which much had appeared in the press, had been ascribed to 
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the Turks, but he suspected bonafides of the Writers who were not disinterested and declined to 
believe the allegations were true. 


He then eulogised the average Turk comparing him with the average Christian, greatly to 
the latter's disadvantage, and, in support of this statement, read extracts from papers he had 
come across while interned. 


In matters not touching their religion, Muhammadans delighted in being loyal to their rulers, 
but they must not be asked to act, or to consent to acts, contrary to their religion. 


Lala Bansidhar, speaking next, dwelt on Hindu-Mussalman unity in all large matters 
affecting them as a whole and quoted from legends of the Koravas and Pandavas who, though 
they quarrelled among themselves, always united against a common enemy. 


(In the middle of his speech the President, announcing that he felt indisposed, left the 
meeting, Maulana Dawood taking his place.) 


Continuing, the speaker dwelt on true and false loyalty the latter being mere sycophancy 
and called on the audience to be honest and let Government know their true feelings. 


Abdul Hussein Zangaria in a short speech advocated the collection of funds from every 
house and hut throughout the country. 


Maulana Fakirsaheb said that as there were true Mussalmans in the world, their religion 
would be safe. They must never be disloyal to God. They must not sit quiet but make it clear that 
they disapproved of the Sultan of Arabia. 


Maulvi Ahmad Meerutwalla (or Delhiwalla), after a song, said a few words urging the 
audience to carry into effect all the resolutions passed. 


Nanabhai D. Upadhiya then spoke advising trust in Mr. Lloyd George, whom they had jointly 
asked to solve the question in a sympathetic and favourable manner. He then advocated 
Swadeshi. 


Malik Lal Khan Gujranvalla, Haji Muhammad Namar (Cawnpore), Muhammad Abdul Wahat 
Sharar and Ahmed Haji Siddik Khatri sang songs and made short speeches. 


Fateh Muhammad Maniar announced that Lala Lajpatrai was expected next day and hoped 
that the audience would turn up to receive him at the Ballard Pier. 


The meeting then dissolved. 


(i) Bombay, April 3rd, —The following letter addressed to Shaukat Ali by M. H. Kidwai, 
Lucknow, on the 27th March 1920 has come to notice :— 


" Your deputation has received a reply. Recall the deputation and do action. The difficulty is, 
you are in Bombay, | am in Lucknow, Abdul Kalam at Calcutta, Gandhi, | do not know where. 
From whom should this opinion be taken ? Please consult Gandhi and inform us at once. We 
have not yet seen the detailed scheme. Lloyd George's reply is the last and now we have to do 
what is necessary. My opinion is that each Province should work separately as India is very big 
and we cannot go everywhere. Let us first take the Punjab, and we all shall go there with 
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Gandhiji and after a stay of four days let us see what we could do. | think it is better in the first 
place to refuse payment of tax. Gandhiji was right. Please inform me by telegram what is decided 
about taxes." 


(k) Bombay, April 17th.—The following telegram dated the 24th March 1920, from Chhotani, 
Bombay, to (1) Maulana Abdul Bari, (2) Shaukat Ali and (3) Mahatma Gandhi, Delhi, has been 
noticed :— 


" Jallianwalla Bagh appeal being issued. Aga Khan myself starting fresh funds for 
Asia Minor sufferers. Aga Khan contributes one lakh, myself 25,000, Abdulla bin Abdul 
Kader, 10,000 francs. Find capable honest workers to proceed Syria for relief work and 
disbursement. " 


(!) Bombay, April 17th.—The following telegram, dated the 8th April 1920, from Chhotani, 
Bombay, to (1) The Premier, (2) The Secretary of State for India, (3) The Daily Telegraph, and (4) 
The Moslem Outlook, London, has been noticed :— 


"Shaikh ul Islam's deportation outrageous and confirms idea gaining ground among 
Moslems that Great Britain's policy is actuated by religious bigotry against Islam and 
therefore religious heads are humiliated, and Moslem patience is being exhausted by 
insults to Islam which they cherish more than their lives." 


(m) Bombay, April 12th.—The following telegram dated the 8th April from Kidwai, Bombay, 
to Mahomed Ali, London, was noticed in the Censorship : —" Abul Kalam, myself, others including 
Ulama Cownpore Conference dissatisfied your interview with Asquith and Premier. Give greater 
importance to Thrace, Adrianople, Constantinople, Smyrna to save Moslem lives and Islam from 
annihilation as in Spain. Consult Ispahani, Ameer Ali. Wait arrival per tour to Paris, America." 


(n) Bombay, April 4th.—The All-India Khilafat Committee called together to decide between 
the Shariat and the Penal Code commenced its deliberations on the 11th. The sitting lasted three 
days. Out of its 150 up-country members only about 20 came down for the meeting of whom 
Bengal and the United Provinces sent 4 each, the Central Provinces 3, the Punjab and Sind 2 
each and Madras 1. The following literally-translated statement of business for disposal had 
previously been circulated to all members, those who could not attend being asked to forward by 
post their votes recorded against each item on the list :— 


(a)To discuss the pros and cons of the demands put forward by our Khilafat deputation and 
the reply thereto given by the Prime Minister. 


(b)To finally decide our future policy and to work in co-operation with our Hindu brethren. 
(c)To decide upon sending the second batch of the Khilafat deputation to Europe. 


(d)To elect delegates for deputation to the Hedjaz, Mesopotamia, Najd, Syria and Palestine 
in accordance with the decision arrived at during the Khilafat Conference, Bombay. 


(e)To consider the resolutions passed upto date by the different Khilafat Committees. 


(f) To make the following addition to the constitution of the Khilafat Committee, viz., it will be 
incumbent on every Provincial Khilafat Conference to send an advance copy at least three days 
before the holding of the Conference giving the agenda and drafts of the resolutions to the Central 
Khilafat Committee of India, Bombay. 
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Only a few replies were received, most of them bitterly criticising the request for votes upon 
so absurd a series of propositions. 


(2) After a long discussion the following business was done :— 


(a) A rule was passed requiring every Committee (whether local or provincial) 
affiliated to the Central Khilafat Committee to obtain the latter body's premission before 
making any public appeal, or passing any resolution, inconsistent with the declared policy or 
repugnant to the Known principles of the Central Committee. 


(b) It was finally settled that the Second Khilafat Deputation of Europe, for which the 
C.I.D. have booked accommodation on a steamer sailing about the 20th April, should 
consist of the following persons :— 


(1) Mishir Husain Kidwai, 
(2) Honourable A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq of Calcutta, 
(3) C. R. Dass, Bar-at-Law, of Calcutta, 
(4) Chowdhury Rambhuyj Dutt, 
(5) Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew, 
(6) Honourable Abdul Kasim of Burdwan, and 
(7) Ali Nabi, Bar-at-Law, of Agra. 
Abdul Kasim sails in advance of the rest of the party by the S. S. Loyalty today. 
(c)Gandhi was requested to draft for the committee a reply to the Prime Minister's speech. 


(d)The personnel of the proposed deputations to Mesopotamia, the Hedjaz Syria and 
Smyrna was selected by a special Committee appointed for the purpose. These nominations, of 
which | append a detailed list, are provisional only. 


(e)It was decided that no action other than propaganda, should be taken for the present. 
This decision is believed to be due to Gandhi's strong recommendation that the ground shall be 
much more thoroughly prepared for the action contemplated. The period of postponement 
mentioned is two or three months; which will give him time to take a deputation to London, spend 
a month there and return before the real business begins. 

(f) It was decided that, when further action should become necessary, it should take the 
form of withdrawal from co-operation with the Government, step by step, in the order shown in the 
following plan which was drawn up by a special Committee of which Gandhi was the principal 
member :— 


(1) All titles and honours to be relinquished. 
(2) Resignations by members of Councils. 

(3 
(4 
(5) Resignations of superior Government servants. 


) 
) 
) Private servants to give up their jobs. 

) Resignations of subordinate Government servants including the Police. 
) 

(6) Withdrawal of Mussalmans from the Army. 

(7) Refusal to pay taxes. 


(g) Appointment of a Committee of 11 to organise the forthcoming propaganda throughout 
India. 
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(3) The plan of action thus officially adopted has its dangerous features, and if attempts are 
made to carry it out in its entirety, there is sure to be trouble. It is however a considerable 
improvement upon the extremist plan of campaign which, since the Calcutta Conference, has had 
the appearance of official sanction; and indicates plainly the moderating influence which Bombay 
still wields. The talk of Jehad has passed. For the next two or three months, at least, action is to 
give place to propaganda, the nature of which remains to be seen, organised by a specially 
appointed Propaganda Sub-Committee of 11 (names as per list attached). Boycott has 
disappeared from the programme. Disloyal phraseology is officially barred, and the champions of 
violence are, for the time being, safely side-tracked. The new discussions, therefore, in spite of 
their worse features, represent a distinct gain for the party of moderation. Moreover, there is 
believed to be in the Khilafat Committee itself a considerable body of opinion which is strongly 
opposed to tampering with the Army and the Government services, and to any refusal to pay 
taxes. In this connection there has already been some talk of resignation. The chief local 
dissentients are Mirza A. M. Khan and Badruddin Koor, both Honorary Secretaries of the 
Committee ; Suleman Kasim Mitha ; Suleman Abdul Wahid ; Rahimtula Chinoy ; Sheriff Devji 
Kanji and Ghulam Muhammad Bhurgri. The attitude of Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy is doubtful, 
though it was stated at the last meeting that both he and the Aga Khan were prepared to 
surrender their titles and decorations. Chhotani is said to have committed himself without reading 
it to the programme of non-co-operation above outlined, which was drafted by Gandhi, Shaukat Ali 
and Abul Kalam Azad and subsequently adopted by the meeting as the recommendation of a 
Sub-Committee of which Chhotani was head. 


There is therefore some chance that the official programme may yet be purged of its more 
objectionable features. Apart from this it remains to be seen how far the extreme local faction will 
accept the limitations of that programme; and to what extent the moderation of Bombay will 
influence the up-country campaign. In this connection the proceedings of the forth coming Madras 
Conference which Shaukat Ali and Abdul Bari are to attend will be especially significant. 
Meanwhile a strong re-action seems to have set in against the violence into which the agitation 
was being forced. It is rumoured that notwithstanding his public attitude Gandhi is afraid of 
possible violence and is beginning to hedge. Great efforts have been made to induce him to join 
the deputation to England, and at the meeting of the 9th, Shaukat Ali publicly announced that he 
would sail on the 20th. Gandhi however is stated to have declined to move till satisfactory 
guarantees are furnished, firstly, that in no circumstances will violence be permitted, and, 
secondly, that when the time arrives for action the threatened withdrawal of co-operation will be 
prompt and full. He is said to have made it a futher condition of his active participation that until 
the Peace Terms with Turkey are announced no action beyond propaganda shall be taken. When 
he is satisfied on these points, he is prepared to take to Europe a special deputation of his own 
consisting of six or seven members of whom Abul Kalam Azad will be one. Meanwhile he has 
addressed to the Viceroy the telegram, of which a copy is attached, declaring his readiness, if his 
Excellency approves, to lead such a deputation to England; and asking for facilities for the 
journey. His anxiety to obtain the " permission and approval" of the Government of India is locally 
ascribed to a suspicion that once he leaves India he may otherwise not be allowed to return. He is 
also said to have drafted a Khilafat Non-co-operation Pledge on Satya-graha lines and to have 
presented it to the Committee for use in connection with its propaganda. Other evidence of the 
reaction is to be found 
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in the following telegram from Bhurgri and Jairamdas, two Sindhi members of the Central Khilafat 
Committee, to Chhotani :— 


"Unavoidably absent. My view already on paper in my letter seventh March to son. 
Please keep it before Committee. | feel Mahommedans are being recklessly driven to 
disaster. Press for Constitutional agitation Bhurgri." 


"Not received notice of tomorrow's meeting Non-co-operation impracticable. 
Movement should remain within Constitutional limits. Urge postponement and reference of 
question as to best methods to joint meeting and All-India Congress Committee, Moslem 
League Council, Central Khilafat Committee.—Jairamdas." 


A recent issue of the Sanj Vartman condemns the tendency manifested by advanced 
Muhammadans to unconstitutional agitation. In the same connection may be noted the attitude of 
Sir Sivaswami lyer of Madras and of Lala Govardhan Das of Lahore; the reported dissension 
among the leaders in Bengal; the absence from the Bombay discussions of all references to 
boycott; the refusal of official countenance to violence or disloyalty; the measures taken by the 
Central Committee for more effective control of up-country Conferences and Committees; and the 
uncompromising hostility displayed by Chhotani and his supporters to the new Khilafat Workers 
League, organised by Tajuddin and Hasrat Mohani, and to the Conference at Delhi proposed to 
be held under its auspices on the 18th. 


(4)Reference has already been made in the separate note on Satyagraha week to the 
careful nursing by the Hindu leaders of the Khilafat agitation. The inclusion of a Khilafat Day in the 
Week's programme is itself significant. At the Khilafat meeting on that day. nine of the 13 
speakers were Hindus. Gandhi himself appears increasingly to dominate the Khilafat consels and 
on the more important matters for discussion his influence has been great and often decisive. 
Simultaneously the Muhammadan Khilafat leaders seem to be getting more and more involved in 
secular politics. 


(5)The subscriptions actually paid into the Khilafat Fund amount up to date to somewhat 
more than a lakh of rupees, of which about Rs. 500 only appear to have been contributed by 
Hindus. Of this lakh, Rs. 40,000 came from Bengal. A great deal more has been promised but not 
yet paid. The High Priest of the Dawoodi Borah community has subscribed 100,000 francs 
towards ' the relief and distrees in Asia Minor. The Ali Brothers Purse Fund now stands at about 
Rs. 30,000. 


(6)l enclose a copy of a letter addressed by C. V. Raghavachariar Salem, Madras, to 
Shaukat Ali, in which he comments unfavourably upon the manner in which Mahomed Ali has 
handled the Armenian massacre question; a copy of a letter addressed to Shaukat Ali by 
Tajuddin, Editor and Proprietor of the new Delhi weekly Khilafat; a copy of a telegram addressed 
to the various Bombay newspapers by Abbas Qari of Delhi in connection with the Conference to 
be held there on the 18th; and also a cutting from the Times of India describing a meeting of Shias 
alleged to have been held in Bombay to protest against the anti-Turkish pronouncement of the 
Mujtahidas of Lucknow. The real facts are that the pronouncement was privately discussed by a 
few dozen Moghuls assembled in connection with a funeral ceremony. The view was expressed 
that as the Lucknow Fatwa might recreate differences between the Shias and Sunnis of Bombay, 
who have come closer together during the last few years, should be ignored. 
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The personnel of the proposed deputation to Mesopotamia :— 


(1)Honourable Yacub Hassan of Madras. 

(2)Maulvi Mahommad Daud Gaznavi of Amritsar. 

(3)Shah Sullaiman Phulwari. 

(4)Shah Hoosainmia, son of No. 3. 

(5)Abid Hussain, Bar-at-Law, of Delhi. 
To the Hedjaz. 

(1)Hakim Ajmal Khan of Delhi. 

(2)Mahommad Hussain, Bar.-at-Law, of Muscat. 

(3)Abdul Majid, Editor of Qaumi Report, Madras. 
To Syria. 

(1) Maulvi Mahommad Sadiqu Khadda of Sind. 

(2) Mumtaz Hussain, Bar-at-Law, of Lucknow. 
To Smyrna. 

(1)Khaliq-uz-Zaman, B.A., LL.B., of Lucknow. 

(2)Abdul Aziz Khan, B.A., LL.B., of Barabanki. 

(3)Shaukat Ali, Vakil of Lucknow. 

(4)Maulvi Nisar Ahamad of Cawnpore. 

Propaganda Sub-Committee of 11. 

. Mian Mohammad Chhotani. 

. M. Abul Kalam Azad. 

. Shaukat Ali. 

. Omar Sobhani. 

. Ahamad Haji Siddiq Khatri. 

. M. Fazl-ul-Hassan Hasarat Mohani. 

. Lala Bansidhar Pathak. 

. M. Zafur Ali Khan. 

. Shaukat Ali Vakil. 

10. Mohammad Ismail Gaznavi. 
11. Chowdhari Rambhuj Dutt. 
The following telegram was addressed by Gandhi to the Private Secretary to His Excellency 
the Viceroy on the 13th April 1920 :— 


"Pressure exerted on me proceed England regarding Khilafat. Whilst | do not think | can in 
any way affect policy His Majesty's Ministers at this stage as one desiring welfare of Empire | feel 
| owe it to Ministers and British public to acquaint them disastrous consequences if decision 
hostile to just Muslim sentiment and to tell them that such adverse decision must result in 
complete withdrawal of co-operation from Government, a step | would gladly avoid if | could but 
which will be a necessity in the case of those who regard religion and self-respect above 
everything. However, | don't wish to proceed to England without His Excellency's permission and 
approval. Will you kindly lay this before His Excellency and telegraph reply ? In the event His 
Excellency's approval | should like facilities for passage by earliest steamer for self and company 
not exceeding seven." 


OONDABRWN — 


The Arama, Salem, South India, 
April 1st, 1920. 
Personal and Confidential 
My dear Maulana Shaukat Ali, 


| am so glad to get your letter of the 27th March last. | shall make my best inquiries and 
write to you again. Mr. Abdul Rahman is away from 
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Salem and is expected back in a day or two. | am also asking others to make suitable inquiries. 
There are no considerable number of Turkish prisoners here or near. However, | should like to be 
sure of my facts, before | write to you. 


The Khilafat Deputation in England is doing superbly well under the most phenomenally 
adverse circumstances. It is to be hoped that the prayers to institute a vigorous enquiry into the 
exact truth and causes of the "Armenian Massacres " will be granted and some prominent Indian 
Moslems will be among the Commission. | am sure that our friend Mr. Mahomed Ali did not 
exactly mean what he is reported to have said, about our washing our hands off if it be found that 
Turkey is guilty. The alleged statement is, | venture to submit, more frank and perhaps even 
ethical than historical or diplomatic. Why should the Turkish Government be driven out of Europe 
bag and baggage if there was misconduct in dealing with the Armenians, admitted not to be " 
lambs "? Would the massacres in the Punjab justify us in agitating for the abdication of His 
Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor or demanding that the Parliament should on that account 
sever all connection with India and leave us to our own fate at this juncture ? As no sane man 
would think of such agitation, | should think that the only fair and equitable remedy in case the 
Sublime Porte is found responsible in any wise for the proved misconduct of the officials 
concerned in the Armenian affair is to see that a constitutional Government is inaugurated and 
machinery for safeguarding the liberty and interests of the law-abiding subjects invented and 
perfected. | trust that you don't deem my views officious even if you don't agree with me. 


With kind regards, | am yours sincerely, 
(Signed) C. VIJIARAGHAVACHARIAR. 


Tajuddin, proprietor and editor of the weekly journal " The Khilafat" (which will appear from 
15th April 1920) at Delhi, writing to Shaukat Ali on 8th April 1920, says : — 


" The accompanying is the appeal of the Khilafat Workers Conference to be held on 
18th April 1920. | do not know what people of high life are thinking of this movement, but | 
do wish to tell you and through you to the Central Khilafat Committee that our aim in calling 
this Conference and following the League is only to take up some work of our own choice. 
But do not want to harass the leaders and other public bodies. We will take up all the work 
in which there is no difference of opinion. You and the Central Committee should decide the 
policy and when it is decided we will take it upto make a successful one. As, for instance, 
we all know that there is no difference of opinion on " Swadeshi", we wish to make it 
successful by propaganda within a time-limit Please assure all those who are suspicious (if 
there are any in Bombay) that they should rely on our help. Our services are always at their 
disposal. 


| am really sorry | could not see you when you passed from Delhi, otherwise | would have 
informed you all about this conference. Will you be so good as to take the trouble of attending it? 
At least a message of sympathy must be sent by you." 


The following telegram has been addressed to various Bombay news papers by Abbas Qari 
of Delhi. It foreshadows the course of the forthcoming Conference at that place :— 


"Following letter signed by Tajuddin and Arif Hasni as Secretary of the Reception 
Committee has been sent to workers all over India inviting 
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them to attend forthcoming Khilafat Workers' Conference on 18th April at Delhi. Quote Khilafat 
Workers' Conference. The growing need of closer co-operation and the urgent necessity of 
immediate practical work in pursuance of the programme evolved in the course of the last four 
months at innumerable conferences and meetings held throughout the length and breadth of India 
it has been decided to hold a Conference of those who have been interested in translating the 
resolutions of these Khilafat Conferences and meetings into practice. There must be division of 
labour without difference of opinion and there should be a close knit body of practical men 
including men of business and men entirely devoted to Khilafat work who should concert together 
to carry the policy formulated in responsible circles into practice. If for instance the adoption of 
Swadeshi is decided upon, there should be bout (body ?) of devoted workers to undertake the 
necessary propaganda. To render the resolution a reliable fact it is proposed to prescribe a pledge 
for those anxious to join the orders associating which will require each member of the association 
to place all his resources entirely at the disposal of the association, that is, to pledge himself to 
carry out the behests of the association without demand, (2) to accept the omission allowance for 
any work he may be required to do, (3) to live and work wherever required by the association, in 
short to be entirely under the control of the association. The rules of the association and all other 
matters of Constitution will be considered and decided at the forthcoming organisation Conference 
and the election of office-bearers will also take place. All are most cordially invited to join the 
Conference, but the right of voting will be exercisable by those men alone who signify their 
intention to sign the pledge of workers. All necessary arrangements are in progress and those 
interested in the object of the Conference are requested to communicate with Tajuddin 
Ballimaran, Delhi." 


Times of India, 12th April 1920 
SHIAHS AND KHILAFAT 
A BOMBAY MEETING 


A large meeting of the Persian Shiah Ulmas and merchants residing in Bombay was held at 
their mosque to denounce the Fatwa of Moulvi Nasir Hussain and others of Lucknow on the 
Khilafat question, writes a correspondent. 


The Shiahs of Persia declared that the religious heads of Shiahs and other Mujtahids were 
in Kerbala and Najaf Ashraf, and they hold the same views as regards the question of the upkeep 
of the temporal status of the Ottoman Sultan and the exclusion of all non-Moslem from the Holy 
places and lands and Jazirat-ul-Arab which were held by the Sunni Moslems. 


The Fatwas of the Mujtahids of Kerbala and Najaf were based on the verse of the Holy 
Koran which forbade Moslems from preferring the friendship or protection of Christians and Jews 
to that of Moslems. 


The Shiah Ulmas and merchants emphatically expressed that they were ready to fully co- 
operate with their Sunni brethren to safeguard the honour of Islam against the Cross and strongly 
denounced the efforts of those who were trying to create differences. 


CENTRAL KHILAFAT COMMITTEE 235 


(o) C.I.D., Bombay Presidency, April 12th.—The following extract from the Times of India, 
dated the 10th April 1920. is published for general information : — 


THE KHILAFAT 
Another Bombay Meeting 


Under the auspices of the Central Khilafat Committee of India, Bombay, and in connection 
with the National Week, a very largely attended public meeting of Mahommadans and Hindus was 
held last night at about 10-00 p.m. in the open ground at French Bridge. The proceedings 
commenced with the reading of a verse from the Quran. Mr. Mia Mohomed Haji Janmohomed 
Chhotani presided. The proceedings were in the vernacular. 


Mr. Mia Mohomed Janmohomed Chhotani, the President, addressing the meeting said : It 
was an admitted fact that the Khilafat question had most intensely exercised the minds of not only 
the Muslims, but of all the chief communities of India. They had done all that could and should 
have been done, but the ruling passion, the lust for power and territory, and the bigotry of Europe 
was dragging them to a disastrous end. The Indian Moslems have, he said, for centuries regarded 
the Ottoman Empire as their own ; and looked with veneration upon its Sovereign as their Khalifa 
and the warden of the Holy Places of Islam. They had fully explained to the Government that the 
dismemberment of the Khalifa's Empire would be inconsistent with the requirements of their Faith, 
which was much dearer to them than their lives. But their repeated represen-tations had had no 
effect so far. The spirit of the Crusaders seemed to be abroad and made responsible statement 
forgetful even of their pledges. Since the time of the Armistice, Christian Europe had done all it 
could, not only to torture the Turks but also to humiliate Islam. In Smyrna, the Turks had been 
subjected to the most terrible butchery and brutality ever recorded in history. Women and children 
had been massacred. Thousands of Moslems had been made homeless and were dying in large 
numbers of exposure and starvation. They had got the evidence of even British eyewitnesses to 
authenticate the statements regarding the Greek atrocities committed in Smyrna. As regards the 
humiliation of Islam, Moslem Holy Places of Syria, Palestine and Mesopotamia had been 
occupied by Christian Powers. Even the seat of the Khalifa had been taken possession of, and the 
latest instance of humiliating Islam was the deportation of the Sheikh-ul-lslam. (Shame). 


No Co-operation 


As the President of the Central Khilafat Committee he begged to assure the British 
Government that they had been doing all they could to restrain the feelings of their co-religionists, 
but they found it more and more difficult, with this policy of pinpricks, rather stabs, adopted most 
of all by Great Britain against the Muslim Empire and Islam itself to check the religious enthusiasm 
of their brethren. The efforts of Muslim and also Hindu leaders like Mr. Gandhi were at present 
directed to ward off any violent measures. It was a well-known fact that Muslims loved the honour 
of their religion more than their lives. (Cheers.) They were forbidden by the Holy Quran itself to 
continue any co-operation or friendship with the enemies or ill-wishers of Islam. On Mr. Gandhi's 
advice, and as an alternative to violent measures, it was proposed to cease cooperation with the 
Government if it took any part in dismembering the Empire of the Khalifa against the dictates of 
the Islamic Law. (Hear, 
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hear.) Before concluding, he pointed out that the Muslims and Hindus of India were not only 
united over the question of the Khilafat but also in all the political questions relating to their 
motherland-India. This was the National Week in memory of the tragedies in the Punjab. The 
blood of Hindus and Muslims mingled in Jalianwala Bagh and other places last year had 
cemented the Hindu-Moslem unity. They were determined that it should be made impossible to 
repeat those horrible scenes witnessed last year at Jallianwala Bagh, etc. They should unitedly 
adopt all such measures as would make the repetition of those massacres impossible. " Never 
again" should be their cry to the bureaucrats of India. 


Mr. Gandhi moved the following resolution : —" This meeting of Hindus, Mahomedans and 
others, the inhabitants of Bombay, trust that the Khilafat question will be solved consistently with 
the just demands of the Mussalmans of India and with the solemn pledges of His Majesty's 
Ministers, and this meeting records its opinion that in the event of adverse decision being arrived 
at, it will be the duty of every Indian to withdraw co-operation from the Government until the 
pledges are fulfilled and Muslim sentiment conciliated. 


Mr. Gandhi's Speech 


Mr. Gandhi, in moving the above resolution, said they had met that night not exclusively in 
connection with this question of the Khilafat but rather to look back on what had happened in India 
during the last twelve months. The most prominent two events were the inauguration of Swadeshi 
and the laying of the foundation of genuine Moslem-Hindu unity. The first was started in April and 
the latter became an accomplished fact when Hindu and Moslem biood mingled together in 
Jalianwalla Bagh. Since then that unity had gone on increasing. He appealed to the Hindus to 
help the Mahomedans in this question and thus cement the unity for good. Moslem hearts were 
aggrieved as they were never before over the threatened dismemberment of the Turkish Empire 
and over the question of Khilafat. Mr. Gandhi said he never blindly supported a cause and would 
never support one. He exhorted them to support the Mahomedans because he felt the cause of 
the Mahomedans was just. Referring to the interview of the Khilafat Deputation with the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Gandhi said there was no demand urged by the Deputation that was not just. They 
naturally expected the Prime Minister to adhere to the solemn promises he had made, whilst the 
war was on, regarding the Turkish question. What the Moslems of India wanted was that the 
status quo ante bellum should be maintained as far as possible regarding Turkey. They desired 
among other things that Constantinople and Turkey in Europe should remain in Turkish hands and 
there should be Turkish suzerainty over the Jazirat-ul-Arab. As to those parts of Turkey which had 
a majority of non-Moslem population, the European Powers might ask for whatever guarantees 
they liked from Turkey for the protection of the non-Moslem races provided those guarantees 
were not prejudicial to the position of the Sultan. If the Arabs, who were Moslems, wanted self- 
government, they might have it, but there should be Turkish suzerainty over the Arabs. When they 
in India asked for self-government, it did not mean that they did not want British rule. There was 
no Hindu or Mahomedan who was against the British flag waving over India. Similarly, Arabia 
might be granted self-government, but Turkish suzerainty should be maintained. In conclusion, 
Mr. Gandhi earnestly 
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entreated his Mahomedan brethren to refrain from violence. Their cause was just and with God's 
help it was bound to triumph, and if they trusted in God, they should cease co-operation with 
Government. 


Broken Promises 


Mr. Jamnadas, in supporting said the Moslem cause was just, and if the promises given by 
the Ministers were not kept, it would be a disgrace to the whole of Europe. 


The Honourable Mr. Abul Kassim, of Bengal, in supporting the resolution, said Government 
had told them during the war that their religious feelings would not be affected. Since 1914 the 
condition of Britain and their Allies was helpless until America assisted them. The Indians did not 
ramain aloof from helping them and even the Muhammadans did not raise a voice against them. 
The first work the British showed was the massacre of Jallianwalla Bagh and they showed that 
they were the same oppressors as before. Their promises dated back as far as 1857, and were 
never kept. He referred to Lord Sinha's advice to the Moderates and those who were agitating on 
behalf of the Khilafat. Lord Sinha said they did all for the Khilafat and he told them that he thought 
their demands were just but all to no purpose. He exhorted them to cease all co-operation with 
Government. If God wished, they would earn their bread but not by serving Government. 


Mr. Shaukat Ali, in further supporting it, said Mr. Gandhi was going to England on the 20th 
April and would tell the Minister what they felt about the question in India and their final decision 
and after his return they would decide finally what steps to take. 


Mr. Mavji Govindji, Mr. Narandas Purshottamdas, and Mr. Jamnadas K. Mehta spoke and 
the resolution was then passed unanimously. 


After a vote of thanks to the President, the proceedings terminated. 


The Bombay Chronicle, reporting the same meeting in its edition of the 12th instant, gives 
the following version of the speeches of Jamnadas and the Honourable Mr. Abul Kassim :— 


Mr. Jamnadas 


Mr. Jamnadas Dwarkadas, seconding the resolution, said the Moslem cause was just, and 
if the promise so solemnly given by the Prime Minister were not kept, it would be disgrace to the 
whole of Europe. When England joined the war it was stated that Germany was aiming at world- 
domination and that England had joined the war with clean hands. Mr. Brailsford, the eminent 
writer, had justly said that if England wanted to justify this assertion then she must come out of the 
war with empty hands. He (the speaker) hoped Hindu-Moslem unity would be strengthened day 
by day. He joined in Mr. Gandhi's appeal to Muhammadans to refrain from violence. 


Honourable Mr. Abul Kassim 


The Honourable Mr. Abul Kassim of Bengal, supporting the resolution, said they had 
spoken over and over again and drawn the attention of the British Government to the soreness of 
Moslem hearts over the Turkish question, but unfortunately no attention was paid to it. He hoped 
the British Government would recognise the justice of Moslem claims. 
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Mr. Mavji Govindji Seth and Mr. Narandas Purshottamdas further supported the resolution. 


C. |. D., Bombay Presidency, April 16th.—Gandhi has announced that he will not sail for 
England on the 20th on the Caliphate Deputation. 


An officer of this department reports that in Poona it is said that Tilak persuaded Gandhi not 
to sail on the 20th as he wanted him to be present at the Annual Home Rule League Conference 
which should have taken place in April, but has been postponed till May (the 20th is mentioned) 
as Lala Lajpatrai could not attend before. 


Gandhi, it is said, has accepted the leadership of Tilak. 


A rumour was current a week ago that Government were considering the internment of 
Tilak for his speeches at Delhi at the end of March. 


(p) C. /. D., Bombay Presidency, April 14th.—The following is an extract from the Report of 
Indian Papers of the Central Provinces, dated the 1st April 1920 : — 


Referring to the resolutions passed at the Calcutta and Bombay Khilafat Conference 
breathing the spirit of contingent disloyalty, the Hitavada 
(Nagpur) observes :—The extreme utterances of some of our 
Moslem country men have not only filled non-moslem 
participants in the movements with grave anxiety,but have even 
a (29A) SO March created a split in the Moslem camp itself as the letter of the 
Raja of Mahmudabad to Mr. Shaukat Ali clearly proves. This is 
always the result which fanatical courses often precipitate ; and in this particular instance we are 
even glad that the possible sinister developments of a perfectly legitimate movement have put 
some of the foremost leaders of the Moslem community itself on their guard in time. 


Turkish problem. 
Hitavada (3), 27th March; 
Karmavir (14-A), 27th March; 


In this connection it is most satisfactory that Mr. Mohammed Ali, who is the most powerful 
exponent of the extreme Moslem sentiment, was allowed to present his case in person to the 
highest authorities of the Empire. Both Mohammed Ali and Mr. Lloyd George have been perfectly 
frank in their statements and the fierce light shed upon the whole problem ought now to help our 
Moslem brethren to arrive at a clear understanding about the issues. Mr. Lloyd George has made 
it perfectly clear that the fanatical outbursts of some British prelates notwithstanding this is not a 
question of Crescent versus the Cross. Religious considerations have been expressly ruled out of 
consideration and Christians and Moslems will have the same standards of justice and fair play 
applied to them. The view presented by Mr. Lloyd George is also the view that the British Labour 
Party has expressed in response to representations made to them on behalf of Indian Moslems. 


(q) C. I. D., Bombay Presidency, April 4th.—The following is an extract from the Times of 
India dated the 13th April 1920: — 


The Khilafat 


"Sir, | was following with amusement the agitation which is going on with reference to the 
Khilafat question. Let me remind the leaders of the different Khilafat Committees that according to 
the Prophet's tradition, which is recognised by both the Sunnis and the Shiahs, to be ' Hadis 
Sahib’ 
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namely, proved to be the saying of Prophet Mahommad, the Khalifs must be not only of Arab 
blood but of the Tribe of the Prophet which was Quraish tribe. The Hadis runs as follows :—" At 
Aemma Kollohom men Quraish " which means the Imams all of them must be of Quraish tribe. On 
referring to history we observe that the first four Khalifs belonged to that tribe. The Ommayyad 
Khalifs of Damascus and Andalusia also were of the Quraish descent. The same remark applies 
to the Abbaside Khalifs of Baghdad and the Fatimidi Khalifs of Egypt. But when we come to the 
Sultans of Turkey we find that they are not Arabs only but they have no Semitic blood in them. 
They usurped the title of Khalif from the impotent Abbaside Khalif, who was in exile at Cairo after 
the invasion of Baghdad by the Moghul Emperor Halaku Khan. 


The Turks themselves are of yellow or Mangolian race and have no connection whatever 
with Arabs who are of the White or Semitic race although some historians allege that the Arabs of 
Yemen and Oman are of Hamatic descent, which is another branch of the white race. There is no 
dispute among the historians about the Arabs of the Hedjaz which all agree to be of Semitic 
branch of the white race. The Prophet's tribe of Quaraish were natives of Hedjaz, and there is no 
connection whatever between them and the Turks who are of the yellow or Mangolian race, and 
usurped the title of Khalif by the well-known law ' Might is right". 


—MAHOMED JAFAR BIRJANDI. 
Oomerkhady: 8th April 1920. 


(r) Extract from the Bombay Chronicle, dated 15th April 1920.— Maulana AbduhBari's 
Message to Mr. Gandhi. 


(From a Correspondent.) 
Lucknow, April 13. 
The following has been communicated by Maulana Abdul Bari to Mahatma Gandhi:— 


Your sincere advice and co-operation in our cause has strengthened the everlasting ties of 
union. Your sailing to England as a Khilafat delegate has acquired the deep and sincere gratitude 
of Mussalmans. As promised, | have determined to act according to your counsels. | appeal to 
Mussalmans generally and Ulemas particularly, whose only aim is to follow their religious 
obligations and who have devoted their lives and properties to be sacrificed in the way of God, to 
act according to the advice of sincere personalities like you till the last moment of despair. How 
can we see Islam disintegrated and tolerate any adverse decision regarding the Khilafat and Holy 
places ? | have expressed all religious obligations according to the present situation, and we are 
more ready to act on them today than we were in the past owing to Shaikhul Islam's arrest and 
other unjust pressures on the Khalifa. We are becoming despondent. In that case we are 
compelled to fulfil the religious commandments. 


In spite of my bad health and other difficulties | am starting to-night and shall meet you 
Thursday morning. Thence, the same day, | shall be proceeding to Madras to join the Conference. 


(s) S. B. United Provinces, From Abstract dated April 3rd, C. I. D.., United Provinces, March 
26th.— Third day of the Khilafat Conference, Meerut. 
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Mr. Gandhi arrived at 4-45 with the other leaders. The people asked Abdul Bari to speak, 
but he said that Mushir Husain Kidwai had forbidden him to speak. 


Mr. Gandhi announced the decision of the Delhi leaders. In the event of an unfavourable 
settlement three steps should be taken :—(1) Resignation of honorary posts ; (2) Resignation of 
Government servants; (3) Refusal to pay taxes. Everybody from the cook to the Chief Justice 
should be asked to resign. A date will be fixed and announced by the Khilafat Committee. If the 
Civil Servants did not resign, they would ask the police and the army to become " our police and 
our soldiers ". Their arms might be returned to Government. If this was not successful, the 
cultivators would be advised to pay no taxes. Cultivators have more courage than other people. 
He warned the audience against bloodshed, saying that if one European was killed the 
Government will shed the blood of ten thousand persons. He said that the country should become 
Swadeshi and thus let Europe and America know that India has still got some spirit. He did not 
advise boycott of foreign goods. Abul Kalam Azad spoke of non-co-operation and said that there 
were only two ways open the way of God and the way of a handful of men who in their pride wish 
to destroy the truth of God; Shaukat Ali appealed for money. 


(Note.—An officer of the U.P., C.I.D. notes that Mr. Gandhi's remarks concerning Indian 
soldiers were to the effect that they would be persuaded to use their weapons in tilling the soil and 
producing corn. Mr. Gandhi also spoke of people being requested to withdraw their subscriptions 
to the War Loan.) 


(t) S. B., United Provinces. From Abstract, dated April 10th, C. I. D., United Provinces, April 
6th.—Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, wrote to Abdul Bari about April 1st, complaining of overwork and 
of the election of the son of Maulvi Sulaiman to be a member of the second batch of the Khilafat 
Deputation to England. He disapproved of the Khilafat matter being treated as a joke and 
threatened to resign. He asked Abdul Bari to wire to Mr. Chhotani, requesting him not to take any 
action without consulting the real workers. He expressed dissatisfaction with Muhammad Ali's 
presentation of the Khilafat case before the Premier. He mentioned that he had heard from Pandit 
Malaviya that Mr. Gandhi had consented to exclude the police and the army from the programme 
for the present. In another letter he suggested to Abdul Bari that the old istifta or interrogatory 
should now again be sent to the Deoband Ulema for signature. 


(u) S. B., Baluchistan. From Special Branch Diary, dated March 31st paragraph 189(5).— 
The Khilafat notices are said to have reached Kandahar and to have been posted in the Bazar. 
These are said to have been posted two days after the arrival of Sardar Abdul Qudus Khan. The 
hartal announced for the 19th March 1920 is also said to have been mentioned in these notices. 


SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS EXCITEMENT AND PROPAGANDISM 


(a) Larkhana, April 6th.—The manuscript letter, which is in circulation in Sind and which 
Khilafat and Turkish says that Imam Mehdi will make his appearance at Sehwan on the 
Empire: Muhammadan 27th of the current lunar month, was seized by the police in Mehar 
feelina with nen Taluka. It is reported that the letter was received by Maulvi 
Abdulhaq of Khairpur, Nathanshah Taluka, 
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who sent it on into Mchar Taluka through one Allahrakhio Halo. The letter invokes the curse of 
Islam on anyone who does not publish it. After a perusal of the letter | am of opinion that it is 
intended by the Khilafat agitators to serve as a means of attracting a large number of ignorant 
people to Sehwan on the occasion of the proposed Khilafat Conference. | have explained to the 
leading zamindars of this taluka the falseness and absurdity of the message which the letter 
contains and the dishonesty of the motive which has evidenty impelled the agitators to forge and 
circulate it. 


(b) Hyderabad, April 10th.—The District Magistrate writes : " On the 6th instant followers of 
Makdum Ghulam Hussain of Hala put two flags on the Durgah and two pieces of cloth with the 
Kalma on one side and " Help Islam" on the other. A notice was put up announcing that a meeting 
would be held against Makdum Zahinaldin's wishes. The Head Munshi consulted the managers of 
the Durgah and no meeting was held. Sayad Asadullah Shah of Tikkur with two other Sayids of 
Guni taluka, Moulvi Fazul Mahomed of Nausharo, Shaikh Abdul Kalik of Naushahro, Shaikh Abdul 
Aziz, editor of Al-Haq Moulvi Mahomad Suleman of Bano, taluka Mirpur Bathoro, Moulvi 
Mahomed Hafiz of Karachi arrived on 7th instant at Hala from Sukkur with ten volunteers in 
uniform with Crescent on their caps and with flags. They passed the taluka Kacheri in procession 
where they let off six fire-work bombs. The above persons stopped with Makdum Ghulam 
Hussain. Makdum Zahinaldin refused Asadullah and others an interview. 


A meeting was held in the evening at the Pir of Moulvi Ghulam Hussain. Moulvi Fazul 
Muhammad said that their sacred places had been taken away and they should protect them and 
be afraid of none but God. Abdul Aziz abused Maulvi Zahinaldin. Muhammad Ashraf, a resident of 
Hala, advocated boycotting everything and said no land revenue should be paid. Then Mahomad 
Memon who conducts an aided school in Hala, said he would renounce the Government grant. 
Rs. 78 were subscribed. 


The following Government servants were seen taking an active part in the organisation of 
the meeting and its proceedings and passed in procession with green badges, attended the 
meeting and helped in serving the guests:—Abdul Majid, walad Jumo, Abdul Hassan walad Abbas 
and Abdul Karim walad Taj Muhammad. These three are bailiffs in the Sub-Judge's Court at 
Shahdadpur. 


Haji Karamulla walad Nur Muhammad Naib, teacher in the training College for men at 
Hyderabad. 


It is noticeable that persons from the Nawabshah District were prominent. | have never 
seen their names or much mention of Khilafat agitators in Nawabshah District. 


In this district open and secret agitation of a dangerous character is going on at— 
Hala and Matiari in Hala taluka. 
Tando Kaiser in Hyderabad taluka. 
Tando Mahomed Khan and its neighbourhood in Guni taluka. 
Matli and its neighbourhood in Dero Mohbat taluka. 


Tando Bego and Badin talukas were practically free and also Tando Allahyar to a large 
extent. 
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Pir Mahbub Shah has returned to his village in Guni taluka. He is the most dangerous and 
fanatical man in the district and is supported by the Nizamanis in Hyderabad Guni and Dero 
Mohbat talukas and by the Sayads of Matiari and Guni talukas. 


(c) Upper Sind Frontier, April 10th.—The representatives of the Hindus of "Thul and 
suburbs" were about five or six boys. The audience numbered about 300. 


Lectures were delivered by several local Moulvis and Moulvi Muhammad Ismail of Sukkur. 
There was nothing noteworthy or objectionable in the speeches. About Rs. 180 were collected for 
telegrams, refreshments, etc. 


Moulvi Abdul Karim of Aslahando Kalhoro, Sukkur, also attended the meeting, which was 
presided over by Moulvi Nabibakhsh of Udi, taluka Thul. 


| regret to have to report that several of the policemen at Thul all Punjabi or Pathans except 
one attended the meeting in defiance of orders, and have been punished. 


(d) Sukkur, April 11th.—The District Magistrate writes : The Sind Muslim League Session 
passed off at Sukkur without any kind of public disturbance during the Easter holidays. At least 
two speeches overtly advo cating Jehad were uttered ; and an allusion was made to the imminent 
arrival of. Anwar Pasha. The tone of several other speeches was violent notably the speech of the 
notorious " Dr." Nur Mahomad of Karachi. But in general it is noticeable that the leaders have a 
shrewd idea of what it is safe to say under the guarantee given by a recent ruling of the Bombay 
High Court (regarding the consideration of the whole tenor of a speech), and carefully imbed their 
most inflammatory remarks in a setting of quasi- constitutional agitation : well-knowing that with 
the mob the setting passes unheeded and the inflammatory remark is cherished in the mind. It is 
the grandiloquent saying, the isolated fanatical cry, and not the general tenor, which is carried 
away by the multitude in these circumstances. Speeches which consist purely of incitement to 
rebellion or resistance to law the leaders appear to leave to underlings-petty local moulvis who 
would welcome martyrdom. 


Punitive action is further hampered by the fact that there is no Sindhi system of shorthand, 
so that it is impossible to prove how far any report is a verbatim translation and how far it is a 
precis. 


| have, however, directed the District Superintendent of Police to incorporate his full report 
of the most notable of the speeches in his next confidential diary. 


(e) Sind Railways, Karachi, April 12th.—Sheikh Abdul Majid and Dr. Nur Mahomed, 
proceeded to Bombay on the 9th April en route to Sholapur to attend a meeting on the 14th April 
under the Chairmanship of Shaukat Ali whom they were to meet in Bombay. 

(f) Sind Railways, Karachi, April 12th.—Mahomed Khan (?), ex-Master in the Karachi 


Madressa, accompanied by Mahomed Saleh, ex-Sub-Inspector of Police at Pat Idan, passed 
Dadu on his way to Sehwan, where they had 
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gone to make arrangements regarding the meeting to be held on the 17th April in regard to the 
Khilafat At Dadu they were met by Pir Muinuddin and others who wore the Khilafat badge, which 
is a crescent and a star worked on silk. 


(g) S. B. Sind, April 14th.—Din Mahomed Wafai and Maulvi Abdul Khalik of Moro (district 
Nawabshah) are reported to be persuading Muhammadans in public hotels and in the bazaars at 
Sukkur to be firm on the Khilafat question, boycott English goods, use Swadeshi articles and 
observe unity with the Hindus. 


(h) Karachi, April 15th.—The following is a copy of the report of the Civil Intelligence Officer, 
Karachi Brigade, for the 14th April 1920—With reference to the following report in the Daily 
Gazette, viz : — 


Outstations. 
(From our own correspondent.) 
Shikarpur. 
April 10. 


A public meeting was held here in Khushiramabad under the auspices of the local Caliphate 
Committee where many intemperate speeches were delivered 
by Moulvi Abdul Karim, the Secretary of the Society, and Mian 
Amanullah Khan, the Sub-agent of Messrs. A. M. Akhtar and 
Company. The latter was profusely garlanded and his talk 
favoured severance of all relationship with the British ; the 

following extracts from the C. |. D. reports of the speeches at the same meeting are given. 


Maulvi Abdul Karim— 


PE EEEE What we want is that England should have a President like other 
countries. The Peace Terms for Germany and all other countries were decided in France. Why, 
then, go to England to decide the Peace Terms for Turkey. The English have been putting off and 
putting off the decision, and finally on the 31st March they decided that the Turks should be driven 
out of Constantinople .................. The English are our enemies and we should treat them as we 
treat enemies ................55 When the English entered India they promised not to touch our Holy 
places. In the times of Queen Victoria and Edward VII they kept this promise, but now in the reign 
of George V they have broken it ................. 


Seth Naraindas of Shikarpur— 


E EE R The Police, Military and Civil officials ought to resign to bring the English to 
the point. If that fails then let zamindars refuse to pay land assessment. Everyone should have his 
own rule a...an.. 


M. A. Akhtar (probably the Mian Amanullah Khan of the Daily Gazette) — 


EEEE The English say the Turks are cruel assassins, but | say they are not half as 
cruel as General Dyer ................. If we kill the English we shall be satisfied, but if they kill us we 
shall become martyrs................ 
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(i) Ahmedabad, April 13th.—Wahidudin Rajijudin and Alaudin Abdul Rashid, residents of 
Delhi, came here from Ajmer on the 2nd instant. They are members of the Askaria Islami Anjuman 
Khilafat. They intend to go to Surat. The former was selling a booklet containing a poem on the 
grievances of Muhammadans and the latter sold medicines. They said that they devoted the 
proceeds to the Khilafat Fund. Their movements are being watched. 


(jì) Panch Mahals, April 15th.—On the 9th April a public meeting was held in Godhra town in 
connection with the Khilafat question. Vadilal Chagganlal presided. About 200 persons attended. 
The usual resolution in support of the Khilafat was passed and the speakers further went on to 
say, that if the question of the Khilafat was not favourably decided, they, meaning the Hindus and 
Muhammadans, would be compelled to sever all connection with Government, as advised by 
Mahatma Gandhi, W. S. Mukadam and P. M. Shah were in attendance as usual. 


(k) Bombay, April 19th.—The following telegram, dated the 16th April, from Gobind Babu, 
Bombay, to Gandhi, Sabarmati, Anmedabad District, was noticed in the censorship:— 


"Viceroy's reply your telegram dated the 13th instant. Government of India have no 
objection your proceeding to England to represent the view you hold on Caliphate question. 
In regard to the expediency your undertaking this mission His Excellency is unwilling to offer 
any opinion but he must express his grave disapproval of the view regarding the duty of 
Indian Moslems at this present juncture which you communicate in your telegram. 
Government are exercising no control over the passages. Therefore, cannot attempt to 
obtain any special facilities for you and your party in view of the difficulties expressed 
(experienced) by officers of- Government and others. 


() C. I. D., Bombay Presidency, April 20th.—Khilafat Day meeting held in Bombay on 
the 19th March under the auspices of the Central Khilafat Committee of India. President 
Mian Jan Muhammad Chhotani. Audience about 20,000. 


The President in his opening speech touched on the following points :— 


(1)The misunderstanding of Indian religious susceptibilities that led to the Mutiny of 
1857. 


(2)The promise in the Queen's Proclamation of 1858 of non-interference in religious 
matters and the consequent unswerving loyalty of Indians. 


(3)The obtuseness and obstinacy of the English in not realising that religious 
susceptibilities are again involved in the Khilafat question in spite of repeated reiteration of 
this fact and in the face of Hindu-Muhammadan unity on the subject. 


(4)The signs of a change of opinion on the part of the British people now being 
dispelled by the fear of the mischief that Lord Robert Cecil, Lord Bryce and the English 
clergy and likely to cause by the influence they are likely to bring to bear on the British 
Nation and Parliament 
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The signs that the mischief mongers have obtained a hearing by despatch of troops to that 
quarter of the globe (Constantinople, etc.) when the armistice has been signed and peace is 
supposed to be reigning. 


(5) A warning that, if the question is decided contrary to Indian opinion, "we will be 
free from your control. Of this we warn Government. At the same time we assure them of 
our loyalty. But if you overstep the bounds of your promises then the time will come for the 
severance of our connection with you. If our Holy places are touched then we shall 
repudiate your sovereignty." A suggestion that violence should be avoided and the law not 
broken except as a last resort. 


M. K. Gandhi moved the first resolution after a brief introductory speech complimenting 
everyone on the orderly way in which the day had been observed. Among other things he said 
that his gladness knew no bounds when he saw that not a single hack victoria was plying for hire. 


The resolution embodied (a) an emphatic protest against the violent and irresponsible 
agitation going on in the United Kingdom which was likely to wound the deepest susceptibilities of 
the Moslems and therefore of the whole of India, and a hope that the English ministers and 
statesmen, who desired the retention of India in the Empire as a free partner, would disassociate 
themselves from that agitation and reassure Indians of the fellow feeling of the people of the 
United Kingdom by a settlement of the Khilafat question compatible with the just and religious 
sentiments of the millions of Muslim subjects of His Majesty, (b) the conviction that any other 
solution would result eventually in a complete withdrawal of co-operation, (c) a hope that Indians 
would realize that any resort to violence in speech or deed would seriously injure the cause, (d) a 
reservation that, in the event of a failure of the joint movement, Muslims would reserve the right of 
taking such steps as the exigencies of the situation might dictate, (e) a decision to send a copy to 
the Viceroy to be forwarded to His Majesty. 


In a speech explaining the resolution he said that Mr. Montagu should be asked to settle the 
question without delay and told that if it were decided against Indian opinion it would become 
necessary for Indians to take steps to withdraw their help from the administration and they would 
stop that help at once. " We will withdraw our loyalty as a matter of duty ". 


Further on he said: "If however, we do not get what we want from our Rulers, then we shall 
consider what remedy will suggest itself to us or will be suggested by the Koran. On that remedy 
we will act. If it becomes necessary to draw the sword we shall do that also. We shall be ready to 
draw the sword. Therefore, | will tell you that this ' Din’ is an important subject. It is so important 
that even though we may not raise the sword against an enemy in another cause, still for religion's 
sake we will draw the sword, aye, we will die as it is our duty to do. But under ordinary 
circumstances we will not use force or commit anarchical deeds as we shall shortly gain our 
object without doing so by being prepared to sacrifice life, property and wealth. If we do not gain 
our object we should say nothing, but for the sake of our religion should draw the sword without 
hesitation if we think it our duty to do so." 


He, however, asked them not to get over excited owing to what appeared to be taking place 
in England and to avoid anything tending towards anarchy. He did not think the Muslims’ hopes 
would be blighted, but 
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should this happen and they decided to draw the sword then the Hindus could not deny their right 
to do so. At the same time Hindus should unite with Muhammadans to prevent anarchy and 
murder, without which it should be impossible to defend their homes and their honour. He 
concluded with an exhortation to work in the name and under the orders of their God, so they 
would not be disappointed. 


Maulana Phulwari, following, congratulated all on the peaceful nature of the meeting and 
trusted that the day of internal dissension was passed. He entarged on Hindu-Muhammadan unity 
and its permanence and spoke on the need being prepared to sacrifice everything, if need be, for 
their religion. Concluding he quoted an old saying to the effect that when death approaches 
desperate (or final) remedies are resorted to, but as regards the Khilafat agitation he did not think 
this stage had yet been reached. 


S. R. Bomanji referred to the day as remarkable for its peacefulness. They were celebrating 
the consummation of the unity between Hindus and Muhammadans. It was the triumph of " 
Satyagraha" the victory of right over might—British might. He advised them to continue to show 
the same restraint and declared that thus the whole of Europe would in time come to bow to their 
wishes and the Sultanate would remain safe. 


M. H. Kidwai, also supporting, gave a brief account of what had been happening in 
England. Referring to Hindu-Muhammadan unity he said that everything possible should be done 
to foster and strengthen it and there should be concessions on both sides. After all India was their 
motherland. Even the Europeans from the highest to the lowest in India ate the salt of the 
motherland and he regretted the lack of sympathy shown by the owners of European shops which 
did not close. 


English statesmen failed to realize that there was any strength in the agitation now going on 
in India. Indians were grateful, however, for the Viceroy's sympathy and were sending a 
deputation to put the matter before the people of England, to say clearly that India will not remain 
loyal if the Khilafat is cut to pieces. Then let them, if they wish, send their O'Dwyers and Dyers, 
their aeroplanes and their bombs. Further discussion was useless. They had no faith in the word 
of English statesmen. 


He advised them, however, to follow the advise of Gandhi, Shaukat Ali and Abdul Bari and 
avoid acts of violence. Only if England and France disregarded their Khilafat claims would Indians 
discard their control. 


Maulana Zafar Ali Khan declared that at one time Mahummadans ruled, now they were 
trampled under foot. He prayed God to help them from having to resort to alternatives other than 
making demands. 


Indian had been under British rule for 150 years and now Indians had been made to crawl 
and salaam (referring to the Punjab Crawling and Salaaming order) like vermin because they 
were supposed to be rebels. 


C. V. Vaidya then spoke. He called upon British Ministers to fulfil their promises, and, 
comparing the Armenian massacres with the Jallian-walla Bagh incident, asked if the latter did not 
balance the former. He very much doubted the truth of the Armenian atrocities and asked for a 
Commissoin of enquiry. In any case he could not see what connection they had with the Khilafat 
question. 
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Shaukat Ali said that as regards the Khilafat question they, as leaders, had on the one hand 
decided to petition the British authorities and on the other to ask all Indians to be prepared to do 
whatever was asked of them without fear of the consequences. They must be prepared to support 
their leaders with money to go to jail, even to die if necessary. 


The first Resolution was then passed amid cries of Allaho-Akbur. . 


The second Resolution protesting against the Burma Government's order prohibiting certain 
persons from taking part in Khilafat meetings was then moved by Faiz Badrudin Tyabji, who said 
that the principle involved was that Indians had a right, and indeed, it was their duty, to express 
their views openly before the people and the Government. Further, according to their late Queen's 
Proclamation, Government had no authority to interfere in religious matters. The order they were 
protesting against interfered with the expression of views regarding Khilafat a religious question. 


Moulvi Rafiuddin Anmed seconded and Pandit Nekiram Sharma and others supported. All 
said that a case of breach of faith had been made out against the British Government in this 
connection. 


The resolution was then passed. 


(m) Bombay April 17th.—The Caliphate Situation (special Report).— The Central Caliphate 
Committee's adoption on the 13th instant of proposals to boycott the services, to tamper with the 
troops and to decline payment of taxes, has alarmed its more moderate members, some of whom 
are stated to be deterred from resignation only by a doubt whether, by continuing to exercise their 
moderating influence from within the Committee, they cannot serve Government and their co- 
religionists better than if they openly leave it. There is some reason to believe that a hint from 
Government may resolve the doubt and determine their decision. 


| am informed that of the 200 members of the Committee, a considerable number 
(according to one estimate something approaching a half) are alarmed at the developments above 
mentioned, and may follow the lead of any prominent member who resigns ; that in particular the 
Bombay merchants, except Chhotani and Khatri, are likely to welcome any such opportunity of 
breaking away from the movement that the following prominent Bombay men are ripe for 
resignation : Bhurgri (President of the last Caliphate Conference) ; Mirza Ali Muhammad Khan 
and Badruddin Abdulla Koor (two of the four Joint Secretaries of the Central Committee) ; 
Suleman Kasim Mitha, Suleman Abdul Wahid and Rahimtula Chinoy that Sheriff Devji Kanji and 
Sir Fazulbhoy Karimbhoy may also be open to reason ; and that even Chhotani, with his satelHte, 
Khatri, may possibly be convinced of the danger ahead and so induced to reconsider his position. 
In this connection will be remembered Bhurgri's telegram of protest: the refusal of Mirza A. M. 
Khan, Badruddin A. Koor and Bhurgri to attend the Caliphate meeting on the 19th March, and 
Chhotani's reported blind adhesion to the programme of non-co-operation. | am assured that 
Chhotani does not yet realise the manner in which some of the items on that programme will work. 


ft has been suggested to me that if they are assured of the moral support of Government, 
the way of the dissentients will be made plain to them. Some of them believe that unless they can 
organise a vigorous counter propaganda, they had better remain members of the Committee. 
Mere resignation, without further effort, they regard as futile except as a 
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desirable personal end. The chief difficulties which, they think. Government may possibly 
help to remove are:— 


(1) Its lack of financial backing; 


(2)The fear of organised social and other persecution such, for instance, as that to 
which the supporters of Government have recently been subjected to in the Punjab; 


(3) The absence of a definite lead from Government; and 


(4)The possibility of organised hooliganism on the part of their opponents—directed, 
for instance, to the smashing of meetings. 


A further point for consideration is, the desirability of a quiet attempt to detach from the 
extreme faction Chhotani, and other influential, and on the whole, well-disposed men who, for the 
moment, are helping it with their names and money. Authentic reports of speeches, such as that 
which Abdul Bari made at Calcutta, might possibly awaken in people like them a fuller 
appreciation of the situation into which they are drifting. It is worth noting in this connection that as 
the extremist plan gradually enfolded itself fewer members attended the successive sittings of the 
Committee. 


During the next week or two | may obtain more precise information of the intentions of the 
moderate men with whose future actions this note is concerned. Meanwhile, India still takes from 
Bombay its lead in this question of the Caliphate; and an open split here may produce beneficial 
consequences throughout the Peninsula. As the Turkish peace terms outlined in the Prime 
Minister's recent speech are likely to prove unacceptable to the Moderates and so render not only 
their task more difficult but their action less spotaneous and energetic, the present chance of 
causing a definite breach merits attention. 


Note.—As to the influence of Bombay on propaganda and the general situation in Sind, vide 
the District Magistrate, Hyderabad's report, dated the 27th March 1920 and printed on page 484, 
Current Secret Abstract, paragraph beginning " my conclusions from the 19th are as follows " 


(n) Bombay, April 20th.—(V) The Second Khilafat deputation which was to have sailed for 
England today, has postponed its journey and released the passages we secured for it. A copy of 
the Central Committee's letter on the subject accompanies. Gandhi was one of the two additional 
persons mentioned. The other was either Abul Kalam Azad or Chaudrani Sarla-devi, wife of 
Rambhyj Dutt. 


(2) The three following telegrams throw some light on the decision to hold up the deputation 
for the present:— 


(a) Telegram from Gandhi, Ahmedabad, to Chhotani, Bombay, dated 
18th April 1920: 


" Impossible leave without full discussion. Cancel passages twentieth. Reaching 
Tuesday." 


(b) From Abul Kalam Azad. Calcutta, to President, Khilafat, Bombay, 
dated 17th April 1920 :— 


"Gandhi now differs any more delegates to be sent to England without his 
consultation. Gandhi not sailing twentieth. In my opinion no one should sail by twentieth. 
Letter follows." 
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(c) From Akram Khan, Calcutta, to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Bombay :— 


" Intense feeling in Bengal against despatch second Deputation to Europe. This will 
counteract against success of Khilafat movement in India which indefinitely inactively waits 
for vain and false hopes." 


(3)The Kalyan Committee has informed the Khilafat Workers' League of Delhi of its 
readiness to help it, provided it is " working according Central Committee's Constitution." 


(4)The Raja of Mahmudabad was in Bombay from April 2nd to 6th and saw the Aga Khan 
and Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy. Chhotani refused to go near him. 


(5)The accompanying translated extracts from letters addressed to Shaukat Ali speak for 
themselves. The Khilafat agitation should be carefully borne in mind when applications for arms' 
licenses are under consideration. 


(6)Chhotani has just received from Mahomed Ali a cabled intimation that the situation in 
Europe is "more hopeful". This diagnosis is the consequence of conversations between the 
Deputation and the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


(Accompaniments to above). 
Reference No. 1657. 
The Central Khilafat Committee of India, 
Chhotani House, Khadak, 
Bombay, 19th April 1920. 
To 
The Commissioner of Police, Bombay. 
Sir. 

In continuation of my No. 1470, dated the 9th instant, | have the honour to state that in 
addition to the passages provided for five members of the Khilafat Deputation by S. S. K. F. 
August, sailing on 20th instant, two more passages were badly needed for certain members, 
whose going with the deputation was absolutely essential. As the Company could not arrange two 


more passages at a short notice we had to request them to cancel five passages already 
provided. 


The number of members forming the said deputation is now seven, for whom arrangements 
for passages may very kindly be made by any steamer sailing by the end of April if possible. 


| need not say that the Central Khilafat Committee of India will ever be obliged to you for 
making such arrangement. 


It will be a favour if arrangements for return passages are made. 
| have, etc., 
(Signed) A. GHANI, 
for M. M. H. J. CHHOTANI. 


